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Migrants gather outside the operational center called “Hotspot” on the Italian island of Lampedusa yesterday. The tiny 
Italian island of Lampedusa struggled to cope with a surge in migrant boats from North Africa after numbers peaked at 
7,000 people - equivalent to the entire local population. (AFP)

Royal praise for solid 
Bahrain-US relations
HRH Prince Salman: They are based on shared values of fairness, justice, tolerance, peace and diversity

• HRH holds key 
talks with US National 
Security Advisor and 
Secretary of Defense

Washington

Hi s  Roya l  H i g h n e s s 
Prince  Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, the 

Crown Prince and Prime Min-
ister, noted that longstanding 
Bahrain-US relations are based 
on shared values of fairness, 
justice, tolerance, peace and di-
versity.

HRH Prince Salman was 
speaking as he held a meeting 
yesterday with US National Se-
curity Advisor Jake Sullivan at 
the White House. It took place 
during HRH the Crown Prince 
and Prime Minister’s official 
visit to the US. 

During the meeting, Sullivan 
reaffirmed the US’s enduring 
commitment to Bahrain’s secu-
rity, and thanked HRH Prince 
Salman for the Kingdom’s stead-
fast partnership, which includes 
hosting the US Navy’s Fifth Fleet 
and the headquarters of US Na-
val Forces Central Command. 

They praised the signing of 
the new Comprehensive Secu-
rity Integration and Prosperity 
Agreement, which will serve as 
a cornerstone for cooperation 
among a broader group of coun-
tries that share mutual interests 
and a common vision with re-
gard to deterrence, diplomacy, 
and escalation.

The Bahrain and US delega-
tions discussed opportunities 
to strengthen economic and 
commercialties under the new 
agreement, including a target 
of summer 2024 to launch di-
rect flights between Bahrain and 
the US.

His Royal Highness and Sul-
livan also discussed exploring 
bilateral cooperation on the de-
velopment of commercial ad-
vanced small modular reactors, 
in line with shared goals of de-
ploying innovative, zero-carbon 
technologies.

They pledged to stay in regu-
lar contact in the coming weeks 
and months to oversee imple-
mentation of the agreement.

HRH the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister and the Bahraini 
delegation also participated in 

bilateral technology dialogue 
with senior US officials at the 
White House yesterday to ex-
plore ways of deepening coop-
eration on critical and emerging 
technologies, including artificial 
intelligence. 

Support for global 
security and peace

His Royal Highness also met 
with the US Secretary of Defense, 
Lloyd J. Austin III, at the Pentagon.

During the meeting, HRH 
Prince Salman emphasised Bah-
rain’s steadfast commitment to 
supporting efforts to enhance 
international security, stability 
and peace, and to address re-
gional and global challenges.

HRH Prince Salman bin Ham-
ad and Austin welcomed the 

historic signing of the new Com-
prehensive Security Integration 
and Prosperity Agreement.

They noted that the agree-
ment will significantly bolster 
shared efforts to protect region-

al stability.
The meeting also addressed 

ongoing bilateral military and 
defence cooperation and cov-
ered regional and international 
developments of common in-
terest.

The National Security Advi-
sor, Secretary-General of the 
Supreme Defence Council, and 
Commander of the Royal Guard, 
HH Lieutenant-General Shaikh 
Nasser bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
HE Dr Abdullatif bin Rashid Al 
Zayani, the Minister of Finance 
and National Economy, HE Shai-
kh Salman bin Khalifa Al Khal-
ifa, the Bahrain Defence Force 
Chief of Staff, Lieutenant-Gen-
eral Theyab bin Saqr Al-Nuaimi, 
and a number of senior officials 
also attended both meetings.

His Royal Highness with the US Secretary of Defense

KNOW WHAT

US National Security Ad-
visor Jake Sullivan reaf-
firmed the US’s enduring 
commitment to Bahrain’s 

security.

Germany blocks full 
Chinese takeover of 
satellite startup
AFP | Frankfurt

Germany has blocked a com-
plete Chinese takeover of a 

satellite startup on national se-
curity grounds, sources close to 
the matter revealed yesterday, 
as Berlin takes an increasingly 
hard line against Beijing.

Concerned at the heavy re-
liance of Europe’s top econo-
my on China, Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz’s government has been 
pushing to “de-risk” and dial 
back dependencies.

The German tech company 
KLEO Connect aims to establish 
its own network of satellites in 
low Earth orbit that can pro-

vide internet to remote loca-
tions, hoping to rival Starlink.

The strategic importance 
of space telecommunications 
has been highlighted by the 
Ukraine war where Starlink, 
operated by Elon Musk-owned 
company SpaceX, has become 
a key battlefield tool for Kyiv.

According to German media 
reports, Shanghai Spacecom 
Satellite Technology (SSST) 
holds about 53 percent of 
KLEO Connect and wanted to 
acquire another 45 percent 
from German firm EightyLeo.

But Berlin blocked SSST’s 
move after an investment re-
view by the economy ministry.

68 China warplanes, 
10 vessels detected 
around Taiwan
AFP | Taipei

Dozens of Chinese war-
planes and 10 navy 

ships were detected around 
Taiwan, authorities in Tai-
pei said yesterday after 
warning that Beijing was 
conducting air and sea drills 
in the Western Pacific.

China claims self-ruled 
Taiwan as its territory and re-
lations have soured since the 
island’s independence-lean-
ing President Tsai Ing-wen 
came to power in 2016.

Beijing has in recent years 
ratcheted up diplomatic and 
military pressure on Taiwan 
and the number of warplane 
flights around the island in-
creased dramatically fol-
lowing last August’s visit by 
Nancy Pelosi, then-speaker 
of the US House of Repre-
sentatives.

Venice heritage  
not in danger, 
says Unesco
AFP | Paris

The UN’s cultural organ-
isation said yesterday it 

had stopped short of placing 
Venice, one of the world’s top 
tourist destinations, on its 
world heritage in danger list.

The Italian city has been 
in Unesco’s sights because 
of mass tourism and rising 
water levels, but at its an-
nual meeting in Riyadh the 
agency decided against a 
downgrade.

“The Committee has tak-
en the decision not to in-
clude Venice on the list of 
World Heritage in Danger,” 
a Unesco source said.

Houthis head 
for Saudi talks
AFP | Sanaa

Yemen’s Iran-backed 
Houthi rebels left for 

Riyadh yesterday on their 
first publicly announced 
visit since a Saudi-led coa-
lition launched hostilities in 
2015, raising hopes of pro-
gress towards ending the 
conflict.

An Omani plane carrying 
a 10-strong Houthi delega-
tion and five officials from 
mediator Oman headed to-
wards the Saudi capital for 
what a Houthi government 
official said would be a five-
day visit.
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1. His Royal Highness Prince Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister, departing from the US 
after a historic official visit. 2. Crown 
Prince meeting US Secretary of Defense 
Lloyd J Austin III. 3. Crown Prince with 
Jake Sullivan, US President’s National 
Security Advisor. 4. Crown Prince being 
seen off by senior officials of the US 
administration. 5. Crown Prince signing the 
guest log at the Pentagon. 6. Crown Prince 
(at the centre on left side) and other 
delegates from Bahrain at the meeting.

A successful US visit

KNOW WHAT

The meeting discussed 
the strong cooperation 

between the GCC and the 
UK.

HM King, HRH Prince Salman hailed on global day of democracy
TDT | Manama

His Majesty King Hamad bin 
Isa Al Khalifa and His Roy-

al Highness Prince Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister, re-
ceived cables of congratulations 
from Shura Council Chairman 
Ali bin Saleh Al Saleh and Coun-
cil of Representatives Speaker 

Ahmed bin Salman Al Musal-
lam, marking the International 
Day of Democracy today, which 
comes under the theme “Em-
powering the Next Generation”.

Chairman Al Saleh and Speak-
er Al Musallam expressed their 
pride in Bahrain’s achievements, 
led by HM the King’s support 
and patronage of the legislative 
authority since the launch of the 

comprehensive development 
process to boost parliamentary 
and political participation.

They affirmed that these 
achievements contributed to a 
qualitative leap in the compre-
hensive development process 
and sustainable democratic re-
form, strengthening the state of 
law and institutions, as well as 
the advancement of parliamen-

tary life and political participa-
tion, thereby improving Bah-
rain’s economic development, 
stability, and prosperity.

The Speaker noted that the 
National Action Charter, which 
underpinned principles for fur-
ther developing the state of law 
and institutions, launched a new 
era of political development in 
the kingdom.HRH Prince SalmanHM the King

Bahrain supports growing 
GCC economic cooperation
Salalah

Industry and Commerce 
Minister Abdullah bin Adel 
Fakhro has affirmed the 

importance of strengthening 
cooperation partnership with 
the standardisation bodies in 
the GCC countries.

Fakhro was speaking as he 
headed Bahrain’s delegation 
in the fifth Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) meeting of the 
Ministerial Committee for 
Standardisation Affairs.

Jasem Mohamed Albudaiwi, 
GCC Secretary General, and the 
GCC Ministers of Industry at-
tended the meeting.

The minister noted that the 
gains and advantages that come 
through integration in various 
areas of standardisation would 

contribute to supporting the 
Gulf economy by emphasising 
the importance of imported and 
exported products that meet 
technical requirements and 
smart conformity assessment 
procedures, which preserve 
human health and safety and 
protect the environment.

It also contributes to facili-
tating intra-trade procedures 
between the GCC countries, 
and streamlining the passage 
of commercial products while 
following international laws and 
regulations.

GCC-UK ties

The meeting was also at-
tended by Nigel Huddleston, 
UK Minister of State for Inter-
national Trade.

The minister underlined the 
strong cooperation between the 
GCC and the UK which contrib-
uted to supporting the efforts of 
business integration and enhanc-
ing the council’s economic status. 

He praised the strong com-

mercial ties between the GCC 
and the UK and the progress it 
continues to witness. 

The meeting discussed topics 
of common interest and ways 
to further expand investments 
between the GCC and the UK.

Mr. Fakhro heads Bahrain’s delegation 
at the event

US-Bahrain Agreement: Key Points
Details of the Comprehensive Security Integration and Prosperity Agreement 

were released on Thursday. Here are the main takeaways:
TDT | Manama

Security cooperation: The 
Parties agree to further im-

plement existing security agree-
ments and arrangements, and 
to meet on a regular basis to 
discuss ways to further inte-
grate air and missile defense 
capabilities, special operations 
forces, intelligence capacity, cy-
ber security, strategic communi-

cation, and mutual awareness 
of emerging threats. They also 
agree to coordinate on a regular 
basis on military and defense 
matters, and to hold a Defense 
Working Group annually to re-
view progress on implementa-
tion of this Article.

Economic cooperation: The 
Parties agree to deepen and 
strengthen their economic part-
nership, and to identify strategic 

investment opportunities and 
develop projects that enhance 
bilateral and multilateral eco-
nomic and trade cooperation.

Science, technology, and 
network security cooperation: 
The Parties agree to promote 
scientific and technical coop-
eration, including through the 
negotiation of appropriate ar-
rangements for such coopera-
tion. They also agree to develop 

and share relevant standards, 
guidelines, and best practices 
with a view to each Party se-
curing its networks, communi-
cations systems, software, and  
hardware.

Dispute resolution: Any di-
vergence in views or disputes 
regarding the interpretation or 
application of this Agreement 
shall be resolved through con-
sultation among the Parties.

Shura Council 
to celebrate 
International Day 
of Democracy
TDT | Manama

Shura Council will mark 
International Day of 

Democracy today, which 
comes under the theme 
“Empowering the Next 
Generation”.

In a statement, Shura 
Chairman Ali bin Saleh Al 
Saleh said that the National 
Action Charter and the Con-
stitution were established 
based on democracy, ex-
pressing pride in the civilised 
images of democracy provid-
ed by the legislative branch in 
Bahrain, which stems from 
parliamentary elections and 
the keenness to exercise civ-
il and political rights in the 
electoral process.

He noted that there is con-
siderable awareness of de-
mocracy principles among 
various groups and segments 
of society, which motivates 
them to fulfill their national 
responsibilities and to par-
ticipate positively in deci-
sion-making processes.

 Al Saleh affirmed that this 
contributed to boosting the 
success of the comprehensive 
development process of His 
Majesty King Hamad bin Isa 
Al Khalifa, hailing the gov-
ernment’s efforts led by His 
Royal Highness Prince Sal-
man bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
the Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister, in consolidating the 
values of democracy and the 
principles of human rights.  
He expressed his pride in 
the positive awareness of 
Bahraini youth of their role 
in protecting democracy 
and practicing it within the 
framework of constitutional 
and national institutions.

Labour Minister 
opens workshop 
on occupational 
safety and health
TDT | Manama

Labour Minister Jameel 
bin Mohammed Ali 

Humaidan opened a spe-
cialised workshop under 
the theme “Reviewing and 
discussing the draft profile 
of occupational safety and 
health in Bahrain”.

The workshop was organ-
ised by the International 
Labour Organisation (ILO), 
in cooperation with the La-
bour Ministry, which was 
held from 13-14 September.

The workshop reviewed 
ILO’s standards on occu-
pational safety and health, 
developed a file and a spe-
cial strategy in this regard, 
and discussed issues relat-
ed to heat stress, housing 
units for workers, and issues 
specific to the building and 
construction sector (work 
at height).

D u r i n g  h i s  o p e n i n g 
speech, the minister af-
firmed that the govern-
ment has dedicated special 
attention to occupational 
safety and health, as well as 
protecting the work envi-
ronment.

He noted that the qual-
ified and trained super-
visory bodies have been 
established to ensure that 
these systems and laws are 
implemented properly and 
complied with, to enhance 
workforce protection.

Humaidan emphasised 
that the industry requires 
new skills to keep up with 
rapid advances in science 
and technology in occupa-
tional safety and health to 
maintain national stand-
ards.

1
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A batch of 41 students have graduated after completing the vocational training programmes “Cambridge International 
Certificate in Education and Teaching”.  The Arab Open University (AOU) Bahrain branch held the graduation ceremony 
under the patronage of the Minister of Education, Higher Education Council (HEC) Board of Trustees’ Chairman Dr. 
Mohammed bin Mubarak Juma. The university hosted the graduation ceremony at its headquarters in the area of A’ali 
in cooperation with the US Embassy to the Kingdom of Bahrain.

Graduation ceremony

Preloved to loved
Shaikha Showaiter: From thrifting enthusiast to app founder,  

revolutionising Bahrain’s fashion scene

Julia Cassano
TDT | Manama 

Owing to the broad selec-
tion of clothing availa-
ble, affordability and the 

most important factor – sus-
tainability, thrifting is growing 
increasingly popular among 
youngsters.  

Thrifting since her jun-
ior years, Shaikha Showaiter, 
founder of a marketplace app 
to buy and sell preloved fashion, 
longed for Bahrain to produce 
more thrift stores.

“When the pandemic hit Bah-
rain, I saw lots of Bahrain-based 
Instagram accounts emerge of 
people trying to sell their pre-
owned fashion,” the fashion 
lover said.

Through her years of yearn-
ing for thrifting stores as a child, 
and at the age of 21 when she 
was developing the app, the en-
trepreneur set out to create a 
platform that makes it easier for 
Bahrainis to purchase preloved 
fashion.

How it works

“After taking a picture of the 
item, the seller can then list 
it by uploading, categorising, 
and pricing it. These listings 
are available for browsing and 
purchasing,” Shaikha said.

Citing affordability, especial-
ly compared to malls in Bah-
rain and rise in inflation, the 
22-year-old Bahraini says that 
she has noticed an increase in 
interest in sustainable fashion 

since developing the innovative 
app.

“The lower prices align with 
our mission to make sustainable 
fashion accessible to a wider 
audience, which is essential for 
encouraging more people to 
adopt eco-friendly purchasing 
practices.”

Not only can Bahrainis browse 
for cheaper preloved clothing 
through an app, Shaikha said, 
but buyers can also assist in a 
“circular economy”.  

“You can reduce the demand 
for new production since an 
item is used until its full po-
tential, reducing fashion waste, 
which furthers in achieving 
responsible consumption and 
production

“The app is the most sustain-
able option as recycled fashion, 
despite being an ethical option, 
still emits waste when manu-

factured,” the young Bahraini 
explained.

Fast fashion impact on the 
environment

Seconding the practice of 
sustainable fashion, renowned 
environmentalist and founder 
of W-AI-STE Kai Miethig, said, 
“People can sell their preloved 
clothes to create space in their 
wardrobe and the almost new 
clothes get a second life, rath-
er than being dumped into a 
landfill.”

“The throwaway culture has 
worsened progressively over 
the years, and at present, many 
items are only worn seven to 
ten times before being tossed. 
That’s a decline of more than 

35 per cent in just 15 years,” Kai 
pointed out.

Any thrifted item is reduc-
ing the environmental impact 
of the billion-dollar fast fash-
ion industry, Kai stated, which 
produces 1.92 million tons of 
textiles yearly.

“Of the 100 billion garments 

produced each year, 92 million 
tonnes end up in landfills,” he 
relayed.

In fact, he revealed that most 
of the items returned to retail-
ers from consumers end up in 
landfills.

Citing the reasoning, he noted 
that it costs the company more 
to put the item back into circu-
lation than it does to get rid of it.

To put things into perspec-
tive, this means that every sec-
ond the equivalent of a garbage 
truck full of clothes ends up on 
a landfill site.

“People can sell their 
preloved clothes to 

create space in their 
wardrobe and the 

almost new clothes 
get a second life, 
rather than being 

dumped into a 
landfill.”  

- KAI MIETHIG,  
RENOWNED ENVIRONMENTALIST

“The lower prices 
align with our 

mission to make 
sustainable fashion 

accessible to a wider 
audience, which 
is essential for 

encouraging more 
people to adopt eco-
friendly purchasing 

practices.”   
- SHAIKHA SHOWAITER

Defendant detained 
for defamatory video 
clips on social media
• Seven days in jail as 
investigation continues

TDT | Manama

The Chief Prosecutor of Cy-
bercrimes has ordered the 

provisional detention of a de-
fendant pending investigation 
for publishing video clips on a 
social media platform.

The clips in question con-
tained defamation and insults 
towards a revered figure in 
their religion.

After receiving a report from 
the Anti-Cybercrime Depart-
ment of the Ministry of Interi-
or, the prosecution’s attention 
was drawn to this matter.

With approximately one mil-
lion followers, the accused’s 
electronic account was found 
to contain these objectionable 
clips.

The prosecution swiftly 
initiated investigations, in-
terrogated the accused, and 
confronted her with the evi-

dence. The accused admitted 
to publishing the clips, leading 
to a seven-day detention as a 
precautionary measure.

Currently, the investigation 
is ongoing, and the prosecu-
tion emphasised that individ-
uals have the right to express 
their opinions freely on social 
media platforms, as long as 
they respect the provisions of 
the Constitution and the law. 
However, it is crucial for users 
to be aware of their responsi-
bilities, including the need to 
respect different religions and 
sects and refrain from violat-
ing their sanctities and rituals.

Failure to comply with these 
guidelines can result in crimi-
nal charges, including impris-
onment and fines.

Four Asians arrested for 
illegal shrimping practices
TDT | Manama

The Coast Guard has arrest-
ed four Asians and confis-

cated two boats carrying over 
400 kilograms of shrimp in an 
operation aimed at curbing 
illegal fishing practices.

The suspects were found to 
have used bottom trawl nets, 
which have been prohibited 

under Ministerial Resolution 
No. 205 of 2018.

The Coast Guard Command 
has affirmed that legal meas-
ures are being taken to prepare 
the case for referral to the Pub-
lic Prosecution.

This operation is part of 
ongoing efforts by the Coast 
Guard to combat violations 
related to fishing and its tools.

Oil and Environment Minister inaugurates fuel farm project at BIA
 TDT | Manama

The Oil and Environment 
Minister and the Special 

Envoy for Climate Affairs, Dr. 
Mohammed bin Mubarak bin 
Dainah, yesterday inaugurated 
the fuel farm project at the Bah-
rain International Airport (BIA).

The inauguration ceremony, 
held under the patronage of the 
minister, was attended by Bah-
rain Airport Jet Fuel Company 
(BAJFC) chairman Mark Thomas 
Group Chief Executive Officer 
of Bapco Energies, Mohamed 
Yousif Al Binfalah, Bahrain Air-
port Company (BAC) Chief Exec-
utive Officer and other officials 
from partner companies.

The minister affirmed that 
the current development in im-
plementing economic projects 
contributed to achieving the 
objectives of the comprehen-
sive development process led 
by His Majesty King Hamad bin 
Isa Al Khalifa and reflected the 
directives of His Royal Highness 
Prince Salman bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa, the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister.

Dr. Bin Dainah welcomed the 
modernisation of services, oil fa-
cilities and infrastructure in BIA 
utilising advanced and efficient 
technology that is compliant 
with environmental standards 
and international health and 
safety measures.

The new project enhances 
Bahrain’s global position as a 
main hub for jet fuel services, 
the minister said, noting that 
the fuel farm was equipped with 
the latest technology, a network 
of underground pipelines and 
advanced storage facilities, 
which will contribute to op-
erational efficiency, reducing 
environmental impact and of-
fering world class services that 
target sustainable economic  
growth.

Dr. Bin Dainah said the project 
came to meet the increase in 
demand on jet fuel as the glob-
al aviation sector recovers its 
levels of activity following the 
Covid-19 pandemic.Dr. Bin Dainah at the event

KNOW WHAT

The new project en-
hances Bahrain’s global 
position as a main hub 

for jet fuel services, the 
minister said, noting 

that the fuel farm was 
equipped with the latest 

technology. 

BIPD hails Bahrain’s democratic strides
TDT | Manama

The Bahrain Institute for 
Political Development 

(BIPD) has lauded the constant 
advancement of the kingdom’s 
democratic system since the 
launch of the comprehensive 
development march, led by His 
Majesty King Hamad bin Isa 
Al Khalifa, which contributed 
to achieving the true and full 
partnership of the citizens in 
the decision-making process, 
through effective national insti-
tutions, and within the national 
laws and legislation.

In a statement marking the 

International Day of Democra-
cy 2023, themed “Empowering 
the next generation”, BIPD also 
commended the efforts of the 
government, led by His Royal 
Highness Prince Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister, to 
strengthen the pillars of the 
state of institutions and law, 
in a way that achieves the as-
pirations of the citizens, and 
within well-established rules 
that regulate democratic work 
in the Kingdom.

BIPD indicated that this year’s 
celebrations of the Internation-
al Day of Democracy are in line 

with the sound royal vision, 
and the kingdom’s programmes 
and plans to enhance the role 
of youngsters and youth in the 
democratic process, by pro-
viding all means to prepare a 
generation capable of leading 
the democratic process, in ac-
cordance with the fundamen-
tals of society, as well as Arab 
and Islamic values, based on 
peace, acceptance of others and 
tolerance.

The ultimate goal is to build 
a modern society whose mem-
bers are capable of preserving 
and protecting democracy in 
the future, BIPD statement said.
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A delegation from the National Institution 
for Human Rights (NIHR), headed by Ali 
Ahmed Al Darazi, participated in the Human 
Rights Institutions Forum held in Oman. The 
forum was organised by the Oman Human 
Rights Commission, in cooperation with the 
General Secretariat of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC). They discussed ways to enhance 
cooperation with the GCC General Secretariat in 
order to facilitate joint human rights action, in 
addition to reviewing Gulf national institutions’ 
efforts to promote and disseminate the culture 
of human rights in the region.

The Labour Market Regulatory Authority (LMRA) conducted 
a joint inspection campaign in the Northern Governorate, in 
coordination with the Nationality, Passports and Residence 
Affairs (NPRA) and the Governorate’s respective Police 
Directorate of the Ministry of Interior, as well as the 
Agriculture and Marine Resources Affairs at the Ministry of 
Municipalities Affairs. The campaign resulted in reporting 
a number of violations related to the Labour Market and 
Residency laws. The cases were referred for legal action. 

Emergency response 
exercise at Bahrain 
airport successful

TDT | Manama

Bahrain International 
Airport Police Direc-
torate, in collaboration 

with the Bahrain Airport Com-
pany (BAC), recently conduct-
ed a virtual exercise at the air-
port premises.

The exercise involved the 
participation of several entities, 
including the Special Securi-
ty Force, General Directorate 
of Criminal Investigation and 
Evidence, General Directorate 
of Civil Defense, and the Antiq-
uities Wing.

Colonel Ahmed Jassim Al 

Hatimi, Director General of 
the General Administration of 
Ports Security, stated that the 
virtual exercises were carried 
out in line with the directives 
of the Minister of the Interior 
and under the supervision of 
the Presidency of Public Se-
curity. The aim was to assess 
the readiness and efficiency of 
relevant authorities in respond-
ing swiftly and professionally to 
any emergency situation. Ad-
ditionally, the exercise aimed 
to strengthen cooperation and 
coordination among these en-
tities to effectively manage any 
emergency event.

Two UoB students develop innovative walking robot
• Project aims to help 
individuals with lower 
limb impairments 
walk again

TDT | Manama

Two students from the Col-
lege of Engineering at the 

University of Bahrain have de-
signed a walking robot specif-
ically tailored for individuals 
with lower limb impairments 
caused by spinal cord injuries, 
cerebral palsy, or stroke.

Ammar Mahdi Ghuloum and 
Asmaa Mahmoud Zayer, who 
are both Mechanical Engineering 
students, secured second place in 
the graduation projects category 
of the Mechanical Engineering 
program for their creation.

Ghuloum pointed out that the 
robotic walking device aims to 
provide stability and support 
to individuals with weak knee 
joints. Prior to manufacturing, 
the device underwent rigorous 
evaluations, including tests for 
mechanical strength, response, 
and safety through stability, dy-

namics, and pressure analysis.
Zayer revealed that the team 

is actively working on enhanc-
ing the current model to address 
the limitations related to sensors 
and the device’s reliance on a 
single joint.

She emphasised that develop-
ing an affordable walking aid de-
vice is a significant step towards 
improving the quality of life for 
individuals with mobility issues.

Looking ahead, the students 
envision incorporating advance-

ments such as battery integra-
tion, motion sensors for cus-
tomisation, Internet of Things 
(IoT) technology, artificial in-
telligence (AI), enhanced porta-
bility, and extended battery life.

These improvements have the 

potential to enhance the accu-
racy, performance, safety, and 
comfort of the device, while ca-
tering to the specific needs of 
the users.

The project was supervised 
by lecturer Syed Ghani Fateh 
Rahman, a faculty member in 
the Mechanical Engineering De-
partment.

It was part of a collection of 
71 distinguished graduation pro-
jects completed by 199 male and 
female students during the sec-
ond semester of the 2022/2023 
academic year at the College of 
Engineering.

Ghuloum and Zayer receive their certificates The specialised walking robot project

KNOW WHAT

The robotic walking device aims to provide stability and 
support to individuals with weak knee joints. Prior to man-

ufacturing, the device underwent rigorous evaluations, 
including tests for mechanical strength, response, and 

safety through stability, dynamics, and pressure analysis.

Canada award 
for quality 
health services
TDT | Manama

Dr. Lulwa Rashid Show-
aiter, Primary Health-

care Centres Chief Exec-
utive Officer, has affirmed 
the kingdom’s unwavering 
keenness to provide the best 
health services to all mem-
bers of society to contrib-
ute to achieving the goals 
of the comprehensive devel-
opment process, led by His 
Majesty King Hamad bin Isa 
Al Khalifa, and supported 
by the government, led by 
His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khal-
ifa, the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister.

Dr. Showaitar made the 
statements following the 
success of Bahrain’s Prima-
ry Healthcare Centres in 
obtaining the diamond-level 
accreditation by Accredita-
tion Canada International 
(ACI) for its excellence in 
meeting the standards of 
primary health services in 
the Kingdom. 

Bhavans-Bahrain Indian School celebrates Hindi Diwas  
TDT | Manama

Hindi Diwas commemo-
rates the day when the 

Constituent Assembly of India 
accepted Hindi as the official 
language of the country along 
with English.

The listing of Hindi as the 
official language took place on 
September 14, 1949. Across the 
world 14th September is cele-
brated as Hindi Diwas.  

To commemorate the day, 
Bhavans Bahrain Indian School 
Kindergarteners were dressed 
up in tricolour attire. They 
recited Hindi rhymes and in-
dulged in hindi craft activity 
thereby expressing their love 
towards the language.

Students also presented a 
special assembly wherein they 
presented panorama of poems 
showcasing the hopes and emo-

tions of the Indians. Further 
students performed advertise-
ments and jokes were incorpo-
rated for enjoyment.

Students presented an in-
formative skit highlighting the 
launch of Chandrayan 3 and 
the research on the moon fol-
lowed by another skit where-
in the presenters asked nu-
merous questions to the stu-

dents too thereby making it a 
power packed entertainment  
series.

The dance emphasising the 
importance of Hindi language 
added sparkle to the assem-
bly. A splendid declamation 
of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s speech as delivered at 
the G-20 summit was well nar-
rated by a student.

Students perform a dance as part of the celebration

Human rights forum

Inspection campaign

Arab Woman Jailed 
For Assaulting Police
TDT | Manama

The High Criminal Court 
has sentenced an Arab 
woman to one year in 

prison followed by deportation 
for a series of serious charges.

This includes assaulting and 
using force against police of-
ficers, tearing a police uniform, 
and hurling insults at law en-
forcement officials.

The incident occurred after 
a traffic accident, and it was 
revealed during the trial that the 
accused was allegedly intoxicat-
ed at the time.

According to court doc-
uments, two police officers 
rushed to the scene of the acci-
dent to provide assistance and 
ensure the safety of all parties 
involved. However, they were 
met with an aggressive and dis-
respectful response from the 

intoxicated defendant. Wit-
nesses described a chaotic and 
alarming scene as the defendant 
unleashed her alleged assault on 
the officers.

The defendant ,  howev-
er, maintained her innocence 
throughout the trial. In a sur-
prising turn of events, she 

claimed that she had been en-
gaged in a business discussion 
at a local restaurant and was 
unaware that the food and bev-
erages served contained alcohol. 
Her defense argued that she had 
unknowingly consumed intoxi-
cating substances, which led to 
her alleged erratic behaviour.

The incident gained signif-
icant attention when a video 
capturing the altercation went 
viral on social media platforms, 
sparking public outrage. The 
Public Prosecution promptly 
launched a thorough investi-
gation, including testimonies 
from the officers involved and 
interrogations of the defendant.

During these proceedings, 
it was discovered that the de-
fendant also had an unlawful 
residency status, further com-
plicating the case.

In addition to the charges of 
assault and intoxication, the 
defendant now faces accusa-
tions of illegal residence in the 
country. 

The court’s verdict of one year 
in prison followed by deporta-
tion reflects the outcome of the 
trial and the seriousness of the 
charges brought against her.

Image used for illustrative purposes only

Security officials monitor the practical drills
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Policymakers raised borrowing 
costs by another quarter point, 
taking the closely-watched de-

posit rate to 4.00% -- its highest 
level since the introduction of the 

euro in 1999.
KNOW

BETTER

Built in South Korea by Hyundai 
Heavy Industries (HHI) and fitted 
with a dual-fuel engine, “Laura 

Maersk” is a relatively small model 
that will be able to transport 2,136 

20-foot (TEU) containers. It will 
begin operating in the Baltic Sea in 

October 2023

KNOW WHAT

Maersk unveils world's first bio-methanol container ship
AFP | Copenhagen, Denmark

European Commission head 
Ursula von der Leyen yes-

terday christened the world's 
first bio-methanol container 
ship, Laura, which joined the 
fleet of Danish shipping giant  
Maersk.

Built in South Korea by Hyun-
dai Heavy Industries (HHI) and 
fitted with a dual-fuel engine, 
Laura is a relatively small mod-
el that will be able to transport 
2,136 20-foot (TEU) containers.

It will begin operating in the 
Baltic Sea in October, Maersk 
said.

"Green methanol is our fuel of 
choice ... because it is the only 
scalable solution that can meet 

the net-zero (carbon emissions) 
requirements," Maersk chief 

executive Vincent Clerc said 
during Thursday's inaugura-

tion ceremony in Copenhagen's 
harbour. "Neither we nor the 
climate can afford complacency 
or waiting for other solutions 
to emerge in the late 2020s," he 
added.

In line with tradition for chris-
tening vessels, von der Leyen 
then swung a bottle of cham-
pagne across the ship's hull.

Green methanol, also known 
as "e-methanol", is composed of 
waste carbon dioxide (CO2) and 
"green hydrogen", which is cre-
ated by using renewable energy 
to split water molecules.

Over the past two years, 
Maersk, the world leader in con-
tainer shipping, has ordered 25 
vessels that run on green meth-
anol. Of them, 19 are under con-

struction and should set sail by 
2025. The company estimates 
this will enable it to reduce its 
annual carbon dioxide emissions 
by around 2.3 million tonnes.

Laura alone will help reduce 
its CO2 emissions by 100 tonnes a 
day, compared to the same vessel 
running on fuel oil, it said.

On a global scale, maritime 
transport is more polluting than 
air transport, according to the 
Higher Institute of Maritime 
Economics (ISEMAR).

The sector accounts for 2.89 
percent of total greenhouse 
gas emissions, according to the 
latest figures published by the 
International Maritime Organ-
isation.

Maersk, which sold its oil di-

vision to TotalEnergies in 2017, 
aims to become carbon neutral 
by 2040.

This aerial view shows the world’s first methanol-enabled container vessel 
called “Laura Maersk” of A.P. Moller-Maersk after its namegiving ceremony in 
Copenhagen. 

LuLu Financial Holdings opens 300th Customer Engagement Center

• This is LuLu 
Exchange’s 96th 
customer engagement 
center in the UAE

TDT | Manama

14 years, 10 countries, 300 
c u s t o m e r  e n g a g e m e n t 
centers and counting. 

UAE based financial services 
conglomerate LuLu Financial 
Holdings (LFH) has scripted a 
new chapter in its illustrious 
journey with the grand opening 
of its 300th Global Customer 
Engagement Center in Dubai’s 
Al Rigga. 

The new Engagement Center 
is the company’s 96th in the 
UAE under the LuLu Exchange 
brand, and was inaugurated by 
Saad Cachalia, South African 
Ambassador to the UAE. 

The event was also attended 
by the Guest of Honor - Renato 
N. Dueñas, Jr., Philippine Con-
sul General in Dubai, as well as 
the company’s Managing Direc-
tor, Adeeb Ahamed, and other 
senior management from the 
global and regional offices. 

Congratulating LuLu Finan-
cial Holdings Saad Cachalia 
said, “I am delighted to be part 

of the celebrations of LuLu Fi-
nancial Holdings’ 300th Cus-
tomer Engagement Center, a 
global company hailing from 
the shores of UAE, which has in 
a short span of time emerged as 
one of the most trusted names 
in cross-border payments. The 
company’s approach to growth, 
through meaningful partner-
ships and people-centric ser-
vices, has been key to its expan-
sion and enabling the cause of 
financial inclusion in low- and 
middle-income countries. I con-
gratulate the team on today’s 
remarkable achievement and 
wish them many more years of 
success.”

Renato N. Dueñas, Jr., said, 
“LuLu Financial holdings has 

achieved tremendous growth 
over the last 14 years, fostering a 
sense of community among the 
diaspora they serve, in UAE and 
other countries. I congratulate 
the team on reaching this grand 
milestone of 300 Customer En-
gagement Centers and convey 
my best wishes as they aspire to 
touch newer milestones.”

Adeeb Ahamed said, “The 
inauguration of our 300th Cus-
tomer Engagement Center sig-
nifies our remarkable journey 
and unwavering dedication to 
transforming cross-border pay-
ments. This journey wouldn’t 
have been possible without our 
valued customers, as well as 
various regulators & industry 
partners, who have spurred us 

to embed a culture of innovation 
into our fabric. Today’s mile-
stone is a significant step for-
ward, and we look forward to 
continue innovating value and 
inspiring experiences for all our 
stakeholders.” 

Since its inception in 2009 
with the opening of the first 
LuLu Exchange Customer En-
gagement Center in Abu Dhabi, 
the company has evolved into a 
diversified player in the glob-
al payments industry. With a 
strong emphasis on digital trans-
formation and platform-based 
innovations, the company’s vari-
ous investments serve segments 
such as cross-border payments, 
foreign exchange, banknotes, 
and microfinance. 

The 300th global customer engagement center of LuLu Financial Holdings & 96th LuLu Exchange located at Al Rigga, 
Dubai, being inaugurated by Saad Cachalia, South African Ambassador to the UAE, in the presence of Renato N Duenas 
Jr., Philippine Consul General in Dubai, Adeeb Ahamed, Managing Director, LuLu Financial Holdings and other senior 
management from the global and regional offices.

Four local startups took to the stage in 
sixth StartUp Bahrain pitch

TDT | Manama

StartUp Bahrain, the leading 
platform for startups in the 

Kingdom of Bahrain, recently 
hosted the sixth edition of the 
eagerly anticipated StartUp 
Bahrain Pitch series. 

The event was organized 
in collaboration with key in-
dustry stakeholders, includ-
ing the Ministry of Industry & 
Commerce, the Labour Fund 
(Tamkeen), the Bahrain Eco-
nomic Development Board, 
and Bahrain Development 
Bank (BDB). The Pitch event 
included a keynote speech by 
Talabat’s former CEO and Faith 
Capital’s Managing Partner, 
Mohammed Jaffar. 

Four Bahraini startups took 
to the stage to present their 
business ideas to judges that 
featured local and region-
al experts, including: Suhail 
Algosaibi, Founder and CEO 

of Falak Consulting, Passant 
Abed, Investment Professional 
at Shorooq Partners, Egypt, 
Tara Arnaout, Principal of BY 
Venture Partners, Dubai, and 
Shaheeda Abdul Kader, In-
vestment Advisor at Shaheed-
aSays, Dubai.   Among the par-
ticipating startups were Thrift 
It, a marketplace application 
that enables users to buy and 
sell second hand clothing and 
accessories; Doctori, an online 
platform that makes health-
care accessible and available 
to patients, allowing them to 
reach their healthcare pro-
viders virtually; Fermendiet, 
a Bahrain-based factory that 
produces fermented foods 
beneficial for general health 
and fitness; and lastly Truckly, 
a logistics platform intended 
for supply chain management 
for B2B entities, bridging land 
transport carriers with ship-
pers to streamline last-mile 
delivery services.

Blooming buds of NMS celebrated Grandparents 
Day to acknowledge the vital contribution of 
grandparents to society.Students showcased 
their love and gratitude for their grandparents 
through the beautiful assembly. The event was 
laced with fun games and activities. Principal, 
Arun Kuumar Sharma presented tokens of 
gratitude to the grandparents on behalf of the 
entire NMS family. Chairman Dr. Ravi Pillai and 
Managing Director, Geetha Pillai thanked the 
Principal, Staff, Parents and grandparents for 
making this event memorable.

During a presentation ceremony

ECB hikes rates again, maybe for last time
AFP | Frankfurt, Germany

The European Central 
Bank hiked a key inter-
est rate to a record high 

Thursday as it battles stubbornly 
high inflation but indicated that 
its historic hiking cycle may be 
at an end.

Policymakers raised bor-
rowing costs by another quar-
ter point, taking the close-
ly-watched deposit rate to 4.00 
percent -- its highest level since 
the introduction of the euro in 
1999.

It marked the 10th straight 

increase since the central bank 
launched the most aggressive 
hiking cycle in its history in July 
last year after energy and food 
costs surged following Russia's 
invasion of Ukraine.

The bank pushed ahead with 
another hike despite growing 

signs of a rapidly deteriorating 
economic outlook in the 20 
countries that use the euro.

But, while the ECB reiterated 
inflation was still "expected to 
remain too high for too long", 
it also said borrowing costs had 
reached levels that would help 

bring price rises back to the 
two-percent target in a timely 
manner.

Speaking after the rate deci-
sion was announced, ECB presi-
dent Christine Lagarde stressed 
that rates had now reached 
levels that would make a "sub-
stantial contribution" to taming 
fast-rising prices.

She held back from making 
a firm commitment to no more 
increases, insisting that offi-
cials "can't say" yet that rates 
had peaked and future decisions 
would depend on incoming data. 
But analysts nevertheless be-

lieved the language indicated 
the current run of interest rate 
increases was ending.

“The ECB’s communication 
is clear: today was the last hike 
in the current cycle,” said ING 
economist Carsten Brzeski.

Berenberg Bank economist 
Holger Schmieding agreed it 
was the final increase for now, 
and that the central bank had 
“signalled that it expects to be 
on hold from now onwards for a 
significant period of time”.

Observers had been divid-
ed ahead of the meeting about 
whether the ECB would pause 

or hike, and Lagarde conceded 
some on the 26-member govern-
ing council had wanted to stay 
their hand.

But she insisted a “solid ma-
jority” ultimately backed a 
hike and the discussion was 
neither “antagonistic” nor  
“adversarial”.

Highlighting the continued 
difficulties in bringing consumer 
prices under control, the ECB 
raised its forecast for inflation 
this year and next.

They lowered it slightly for 
2025 to 2.1%, close to the ECB 
target.
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First non-aristocratic, free pub-
lic school in Europe is opened in 
Frascati, Italy

HMS Beagle with 
Charles Darwin on 
board reaches the 
Galapagos Islands

 First use of tanks in war-
fare, “Little Willies” at Battle 
of Flers-Courcelette, part of 
the Battle of the Somme

Scottish bacteriologist Alexander 
Fleming discovers penicillin 

while studying influenza
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We strongly wel-
come the @Eu-

roparl_EN’s voting today 
to set stricter limits on 
#airpollution, follow-
ing the @WHO air qual-
ity guidelines. This is 
a major step towards 
healthier environments 
and protecting people’s 
health.

@DrTedros

@POTUS has appoint-
ed Penny Pritzker 

as the U.S. Special Rep-
resentative for Ukraine’s 
Economic Recovery. She 
will work with Ukraine’s 
government, interna-
tional partners, and the 
private sector to acceler-
ate Ukraine’s economic 
transformation.

@SecBlinken

We’re mobilizing a 
whole-of-country 

effort to cut America’s 
cancer death rate by half 
in the next 25 years and 
boost support for patients 
and families. And it starts 
with a government-wide 
effort like this first-ever 
Cancer Cabinet to un-
leash every asset within 
our power.

@POTUS

Humanity is facing 
huge challenges. 

People are looking to 
their leaders for a way 
out of this mess. Next 
week, many of these 
leaders will be gathering 
for #UNGA. They have a 
special responsibility to 
achieve compromise in 
designing our common 
future for our common 
good.

@antonioguterres
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News in brief 
 u Russia on Thursday said 
it was expelling two US embassy staff 
for allegedly “liaising” with Robert 
Shonov, a former US consulate worker 
accused by Moscow of spying. Shonov, 
who worked for the US consulate 
in Vladivostok, was charged with 
allegedly passing information about 
the conflict in Ukraine to American 
diplomats, a claim the US has rejected. 
Russia’s foreign ministry said the two US 
diplomats -- Jeff Sillin and David Bernstein 
-- conducted “illegal activities by liaising 
with a Russian citizen, (Robert) Shonov”. 
“The US ambassador was told that Sillin and 
Bernstein must leave the territory of Russia within seven days under the status 
of persona non grata,” it said. Tensions between Russia and the United States 
have been deteriorating for years, and both sides have expelled diplomatic staff. 
The United States strongly condemned Shonov’s arrest in May, accusing Russia of 
using “increasingly repressive laws against its own citizens”.

u Slamming Elon Musk for calling Taiwan an 
“integral part of China,” the Taiwan foreign minister 
has asserted that Taiwan is “not for sale”. Musk, the 
owner of the social media platform X (formerly known 
as Twitter), as well as the Tesla (TSLA.O) electric car 
company and Starlink satellite network has stated 
that Taiwan is an integral part of China. His remarks 
at the All-In Summit in Los Angeles were recorded 

and posted to YouTube this week. “Their (Beijing’s) policy has been to reunite 
Taiwan with China. From their standpoint, maybe it is analogous to Hawaii or 
something like that, like an integral part of China that is arbitrarily not part of 
China mostly because … the US Pacific Fleet has stopped any sort of reunification 
effort by force,” Musk said. Responding to this, Taiwan’s Foreign Minister Joseph 
Wu, posted on X on Wednesday night, “Hope @
elonmusk can also ask the #CCP to open @X to its 
people. Perhaps he thinks banning it is a good policy, 
like turning off @Starlink to thwart #Ukraine’s 
counterstrike against #Russia. Listen up, #Taiwan is 
not part of the #PRC & certainly not for sale! JW.”

u An iconic red sweater worn by Princess Diana 
shortly after her engagement to then-Prince Charles, 
featuring rows of fluffy little sheep, sold at auction for 
more than $1.1 million following a frenetic bout of final 
bidding, Sotheby’s announced yesterday. The 19-year-old 
sported the knit garment -- which includes one black 
sheep amid dozens of otherwise white wooly creatures -- at a June 1981 polo 
match during her whirlwind days as a shy royal-in-the-making. The playfully 
patterned “Black Sheep” sweater became one of the most emblematic articles of 
clothing worn by Diana, which in hindsight seems to foretell her troubled journey 
as a member of the British royal family.

Taiwan 
slams Musk 
for calling it an 
‘integral part’ of 
China

Princess Diana’s 
‘Black Sheep’ 
sweater sells at 

auction for $1.1 mn

Russia expels 
two US diplomats for 
links to ‘spy’

The Breakthrough Prize awards "the world's 
most brilliant minds" in fields including life 
sciences, fundamental physics and mathematics, 
styling itself as the Silicon Valley-backed answer 
to the Nobels. Founding sponsors include Sergey 
Brin, Priscilla Chan and Mark Zuckerberg.

KNOW WHAT

Ukraine backtracks 
on retaking village 
near Bakhmut
Kyiv, Ukraine

Ukraine’s deputy de-
fence minister Gan-

na Malyar backtracked on 
an announcement earlier 
Thursday that Kyiv had re-
taken an eastern village near 
Bakhmut after troops on the 
ground said fighting was 
ongoing. Kyiv began push-
ing back against Moscow’s 
forces in the south and east 
of the country in June after 
building up Western weap-
ons and recruiting assault 
battalions. Malyar had an-
nounced that the village of 
Andriivka was “ours”, say-
ing Kyiv’s forces were “mov-
ing forward in the Bakhmut 
sector.” The announcement 
was rejected by Ukrainian 
soldiers on the ground.

“The statement about the 
capture of Andriivka is pre-
mature,” the 3rd Separate 
Assault Brigade, fighting in 
the Donetsk region, said on 
social media. “There are se-
rious and important battles 
in the areas of Klishchivka 
and Andriivka,” it said, call-
ing the statement “unfair.” 
Malyar said she was “clar-
ifying” the situation, blam-
ing it on a “communication 
breakdown.”

German Red Cross 
says Morocco aid 
plan thwarted
Berlin, Germany

The German Red Cross 
(DRK) yesterday said it 

had been forced to cancel a 
plan to deliver aid to earth-
quake-hit Morocco.

“For reasons beyond our 
control... new rules and reg-
ulations announced at short 
notice have made it impos-
sible for the plane to take off 
today,” the DRK said, with-
out giving further details.

“We deeply regret these 
developments because the 
people on the ground ur-
gently need help,” it said.

Immunologist wins 'Breakthrough Prize' for innovative cancer treatment
AFP | Washing-
ton, United States

When Michel 
Sadelain be-

gan his decades-long 
quest to genetical-
ly modify immune 
cells to fight cancer, 
his peers dismissed his ideas as 
absurd and even his mother grew 
concerned for his career.

On Thursday, the French 
and Canadian scientist was an-
nounced as a winner of the pres-

tigious Breakthrough 
Prize for his pioneering 
work in CAR T-cell ther-
apy, a new form of treat-
ment that has shown ex-
ceptional efficacy against 
blood cancers.

"Over the years, I can't 
tell you how many times 

I've heard this won't work, can't 
work, even if it works it has no 
future," the 63-year-old told AFP 
in an interview.

He was passed up for grants, 
promotions became uncer-

tain, and graduate students 
steered clear of joining his  
lab.

"One thing I have to do is to 
throw a big party with all those 
who contributed," Sadelain said, 

laughing. He will split $3 mil-
lion with American immunol-
ogist Carl June, who also led 
groundbreaking research into 
the field independently of his  
co-winner.

Dr Michel Sadelain

Global aid effort intensifies 
for flood-stricken Libya

AFP | Derna, Libya

A global aid effort for Libya 
gathered pace yesterday 
after a tsunami-sized flash 

flood killed at least 4,000 people, 
with thousands more missing -- a 
death toll the UN blamed in part 
on the legacy of years of war and 
chaos.

The enormous surge of storm 
water burst two upstream river 
dams late Sunday and reduced 
the city of Derna to an apoca-
lyptic wasteland where entire 
city blocks and untold numbers 
of people were washed into the 
Mediterranean.

“Within seconds the water 
level suddenly rose,” recounted 
one injured survivor who said he 
was swept away with his mother 

in the late-night ordeal before 
both managed to cling onto and 
scramble into an empty build-
ing downstream. “The water was 

rising with us until we got to the 
fourth floor, the water was up to 
the second floor,” the unidentified 
man said from his hospital bed, in 

testimony published by the Beng-
hazi Medical Center.

“We could hear screams. From 
the window I saw cars and bodies 
being carried away by the water. 
It lasted an hour or an hour and a 
half -- but for us, it felt like a year.”

Hundreds of body bags now line 
Derna’s mud-caked streets, await-
ing mass burials, as traumatised 
and grieving residents search 
mangled buildings for missing 
loved ones and bulldozers clear 
streets of debris and mountains 
of sand.

“The scale of the flood disas-
ter in Libya is shocking and it 
is heartbreaking,” said UN Un-
der-Secretary-General for Hu-
manitarian Affairs and Emer-
gency Relief Coordinator Martin 
Griffiths.

This image grab from footage published on social networks by Libyan al-Masar television channel on September 13 shows an aerial view of a extensive damage in the wake 
of floods after the Mediterranean storm “Daniel” hit Libya's eastern city of Derna.

Putin, Kim gifted each other ‘rifles’: Kremlin
AFP | Moscow, Russia

Vladimir Putin and Kim Jung 
Un gifted each other rifles 

when they met in Far Eastern 
Russia, the Kremlin said on 
Thursday, confirming the iso-
lated Russian leader will visit 
North Korea as Moscow woos 
another pariah state.

The Russian president met 
with Kim on Wednesday amid 
speculation they would agree 
on an arms deal. Putin “gave 
(Kim) a rifle from our produc-
tion of the highest quality. In 
return, he also received a North 
Korean-made rifle,” Kremlin 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov said.

Putin also gifted the North 
Korean leader a “glove from a 
space suit that has been to space 

several times.” Kim, who seldom 
leaves his country, held talks 
with Putin at the Vostochny cos-
modrome. 

The Kremlin said his visit to 
Russia’s Far East would last “a 
few more days.”Moscow also 

confirmed that Putin “gratefully 
accepted Kim’s invitation” to 
visit Pyongyang, which North 
Korean state television earlier 
announced.

Peskov said Moscow will first 
“quickly prepare” to send For-

eign Minister Sergei Lavrov to 
Pyongyang, with his trip expect-
ed in October, before a Putin 
visit can be arranged.

North Korean into space
Putin and Kim also discussed 

the possibility of sending a 
North Korean into space, Rus-
sian news agencies quoted Pu-
tin’s spokesman as saying.

“We talked about the fact that 
if the North Korean side wishes, 
a North Korean cosmonaut can 
be trained and sent into space,” 
the TASS and RIA Novosti news 
agencies quoted Dmitry Peskov 
as saying. If that were to hap-
pen, the cosmonaut would be 
the first North Korean ever to 
go into space.

North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un (2nd L) and Russia's President Vladimir Putin 
(R) visitng the Vostochny Cosmodrome in Russia's Amur region

London police pay ‘substantial’ 
damages to women arrested at vigil
AFP | London, United Kingdom

London’s Metropolitan Po-
lice has apologised and 

paid “substantial” compensa-
tion to two women arrested at 
a March 2021 vigil for Sarah 
Everard who was kidnapped, 
raped and murdered by a serv-
ing police officer, their lawyers 
said Thursday.

Hundreds of people, mostly 
women, attended the vigil for 
Everard in south London near 
where the 33-year-old market-
ing executive went missing.

Police officers scuffled with 
some members of the crowd 
towards the end of the vigil, 
held despite coronavirus re-

strictions, with the sight of 
male officers restraining and 
handcuffing female demon-
strators drawing widespread 
criticism.

Patsy Stevenson and Dania 
Al-Obeid, who were both de-
tained at the event and took 
legal action, had reached a set-
tlement with the Met Police, 
Bindmans, the law firm repre-
senting them, said.

Bindmans said the Metro-
politan Police issued an apol-
ogy and paid “substantial” 
damages.

“It has taken over two years 
to reach this conclusion,” Ste-
venson said in a statement.

Most casualties could have been avoided: UN
Geneva, Switzerland

The United Nations said 
Thursday that most of the 

thousands of deaths in Libya’s 
flood disaster could have been 
averted if early warning and 
emergency management sys-
tems had functioned properly.

With better functioning coor-
dination in the crisis-wracked 
country, the human toll could 
have been far smaller, the UN’s 
World Meteorological Organ-

ization said. It warned that 
other conflict-hit countries 
faced similar, dangerous defi-
ciencies to their early warning  
systems.

If the system in Libya ad 
worked properly, “the emergen-
cy management forces would 
have been able to carry out the 
evacuation of the people, and we 
could have avoided most of the 
human casualties,” WMO chief 
Petteri Taalas told reporters in 
Geneva.

India imposes curbs after two die of Nipah
AFP | New Delhi, India

India has curbed public 
gatherings and shut some 

schools in the southern state 
of Kerala after two people died 
of Nipah, a virus from bats or 
pigs that causes deadly fever, 
officials said Thursday.

The virus has no vaccine and 
a fatality rate ranging from 40 
to 75%, according to the World 
Health Organization.

Symptoms include intense 
fever, vomiting and a respira-
tory infection, but severe cases 
can involve seizures and en-
cephalitis, an inflammation of 
the brain, and result in a coma.

Three others have tested 
positive, and more than 700 
people including 153 health 
workers who came in contact 
with those infected are under 
observation, health officials 
said. At least four people have 
been hospitalised, including 

the nine-year-old child of one 
of the victims.

Initially transmitted from 
animals such as fruit bats or 
pigs, Nipah is also spread from 
person to person, the WHO 
said. The incubation period -- 
the time from infection to the 
onset of symptoms -- ranges 
from around four to 14 days, 
but has been reported to be as 
long as 45 days, according to 
the WHO.

Health workers wearing protective 
gear shift people who have been in 
contact with a person infected with 
the Nipah virus to an isolation center 
at a goverment hospital in Kozikode

NASA joins the still 
controversial search for UFOs

AFP | Washington, United 
States

NASA on Thursday officially 
joined the search for UFOs 

-- but reflecting the stigma 
attached to the field, the US 
space agency wouldn’t iden-
tify the director of the new 
program tasked with tracking 
mystery flying objects.

The official’s appointment is 
the result of a year-long NASA 
fact-finding report into what 
NASA calls “unidentified anom-
alous phenomena (UAP).”

“At NASA, it’s in our DNA 
to explore -- and to ask why 
things are the way they are,” 
NASA chief Bill Nelson said.

An independent team of 
16 researchers concluded in 
the report that the search for 
UAPs “demands a rigorous, ev-
idence-based approach.”

“We need to ensure that the 
scientific process and methods 
are free,” said Daniel Evans, 

who worked on the year-long 
NASA report leading to the an-
nouncement.

“Some of the threats and the 
harassment have been beyond 
the pale quite frankly,” Evans 
said.

800 events
There have been more than 

800 “events” collected over 
27 years, of which two to five 
percent are thought to be pos-
sibly anomalous, the report’s 
authors said during a May 
meeting.

These are defined as “any-
thing that is not readily under-
standable by the operator or 
the sensor,” or “something that 
is doing something weird,” said 
team member Nadia Drake.

The US government has be-
gun taking the issue of UAPs 
more seriously in recent years, 
in part due to concerns that 
they are related to foreign sur-
veillance.

Representative picture

UK man swims entire New York 
river in clean-water campaign

AFP | New York, United States

British endurance swimmer 
Lewis Pugh on Wednes-

day completed a 315-mile 
(500-kilometer) journey down 
New York’s Hudson River, 
highlighting its successful dec-
ades-long cleanup as a beacon 
for other waterways.

“Fifty years ago, this was one 
of the most polluted rivers in 
the whole world,” said Pugh, 
53, who was appointed the first 
UN patron of the oceans a dec-
ade ago.

“We need to have clean, 
healthy rivers,” he told report-
ers after completing the unas-
sisted trip from the Hudson’s 
mountain source all the way 
down to New York City.

He said that in New York’s 
industrial past, the river would 
sometimes change color from 
day to day, depending on what 

dyes and other pollutants were 
dumped or ran off.

But after decades of action to 
clean up pollution, Pugh was 
able to safely swim down the 
river, a month-long feat he said 
will hopefully inspire others.

“They’re going to be inspired 
by what happened here and 
say to themselves: ‘If they can 
do that in the Hudson, surely 
we can do it in our river and 
our river can also be saved,’” he 
said.Pugh has previously un-
dertaken high-profile swims 
in Antarctica, the North Pole 
and the Red Sea to advocate for 
rivers clean enough to swim 
and fish in safely.

His Hudson River feat comes 
as leaders from the around the 
globe are set to descend on 
New York to attend the annual 
UN General Assembly, during 
which a historic High Seas 
Treaty is to be formally signed.

Lewis Pugh arrives at the finish of his 315-Mile Hudson River swim in New 
York

Body of Ecuadorean crime boss 
stolen from Colombian cemetery
AFP | Bogote, Colombia

The body of Ecuadorean 
fugitive Junior Roldan 

was illegally exhumed from a 
Colombian graveyard, police 
said Wednesday, months after 
the former Los Choneros drug 
gang boss was buried.

Roldan, who went by the ali-
as JR, was accused of several 
attacks and murders in Ecua-
dor’s prisons.

More than 430 inmates have 
died violently since 2021, doz-
ens of them dismembered and 
incinerated in disputes be-
tween rival gangs linked to Co-
lombian and Mexican cartels.

Roldan’s body disappeared 
from the vault where he was 
buried in May, local police told 
AFP Wednesday.

Roldan was released from a 
prison in the Ecuadorean port 
city of Guayaquil -- a hub for 
several drug gangs -- in Feb-
ruary 2023 and was granted 
parole, a decision criticized 
by President Guillermo Lasso.

He was wounded in an 
armed attack in March, after 
which prison authorities lost 
track of him.

Colombian authorit ies 
found his body shot in the head 
in a rural area in the country’s 
northwest two months later.

After no one claimed the 

body, it was buried in a cem-
etery in Envigado on the out-
skirts of Medellin, Colombia’s 
second city, on May 18.

There are more than 13 or-
ganized crime groups oper-
ating in Ecuador, officials say, 
the oldest and most powerful 
of which is Los Choneros.

Following the murder of Los 
Choneros leader Jorge Luis 
Zambrano in 2020, the gang 
reportedly split into several 
factions.

Roldan, Zambrano’s former 
lieutenant, became part of the 
Las Aguilas gang, while Adolfo 
Macias, also known as Fito, 
began commanding the Los 
Fatales group.

Macias, imprisoned since 
2011, was transferred to a max-
imum security jail last month 
soon after the murder of pres-
idential hopeful Fernando Vil-
lavicencio, who was shot by 
Colombian hitmen days before 
the first round of voting.

Junior Roldán

EU parliament backs criminalising paying for sex
Strasbourg, France

The European Parliament 
voted on Thursday to back 

a motion calling for those paying 
for prostitution to face criminal 
prosecution.

The motion is non-binding, but 
comes at a time when several EU 
member states are reconsider-
ing their laws on prostitution, 
which vary wildly around the  
bloc.

It urges EU countries to make 

it a crime to “solicit, accept or 
obtain a sexual act from a person 
in exchange for remuneration, 
the promise of remuneration, the 
provision of a benefit in kind or 

the promise of such a benefit.”
The motion generated fierce 

debate and was only passed by 
234 votes to 175, with all the main 
party groupings of right and left 

split on the issue and MEPs voting 
as they wished.

Some EU countries such as Cro-
atia and Lithuania ban prostitu-
tion and have criminal penalties 
for sex workers. Some -- notably 
Germany, Austria and the Neth-
erlands -- have legalised and reg-
ulated it.

Some others -- including Swe-
den, France and Ireland -- have 
sought to switch the criminal re-
sponsibility for sex work onto the 
clients in the transaction.

Japan warns 
against ‘violations’ 
of UN ban on arms 
deals with N.Korea
Tokyo, Japan

Japan warned yesterday 
against violating UN res-

olutions on arms deals with 
North Korea, after Russian 
President Vladimir Putin 
met with Kim Jong Un.

“We are watching (the 
talks) with concerns in-
cluding the possibility that 
it could lead to violations of 
the Security Council’s ban 
on all arms-related material 
transactions with North Ko-
rea,” new Foreign Minister 
Yoko Kamikawa said. Kami-
kawa said that the “Russian 
invasion of Ukraine cannot 
be accepted”. She added: 
“Japan has urged third par-
ties not to provide support 
to Russian forces. We are 
watching related activities 
with concerns.”
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First non-aristocratic, free pub-
lic school in Europe is opened in 
Frascati, Italy

HMS Beagle with 
Charles Darwin on 
board reaches the 
Galapagos Islands

 First use of tanks in war-
fare, “Little Willies” at Battle 
of Flers-Courcelette, part of 
the Battle of the Somme

Scottish bacteriologist Alexander 
Fleming discovers penicillin 

while studying influenza
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We strongly wel-
come the @Eu-

roparl_EN’s voting today 
to set stricter limits on 
#airpollution, follow-
ing the @WHO air qual-
ity guidelines. This is 
a major step towards 
healthier environments 
and protecting people’s 
health.

@DrTedros

@POTUS has appoint-
ed Penny Pritzker 

as the U.S. Special Rep-
resentative for Ukraine’s 
Economic Recovery. She 
will work with Ukraine’s 
government, interna-
tional partners, and the 
private sector to acceler-
ate Ukraine’s economic 
transformation.

@SecBlinken

We’re mobilizing a 
whole-of-country 

effort to cut America’s 
cancer death rate by half 
in the next 25 years and 
boost support for patients 
and families. And it starts 
with a government-wide 
effort like this first-ever 
Cancer Cabinet to un-
leash every asset within 
our power.

@POTUS

Humanity is facing 
huge challenges. 

People are looking to 
their leaders for a way 
out of this mess. Next 
week, many of these 
leaders will be gathering 
for #UNGA. They have a 
special responsibility to 
achieve compromise in 
designing our common 
future for our common 
good.

@antonioguterres
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by columnists are personal and 
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News in brief 
 u Russia on Thursday said 
it was expelling two US embassy staff 
for allegedly “liaising” with Robert 
Shonov, a former US consulate worker 
accused by Moscow of spying. Shonov, 
who worked for the US consulate 
in Vladivostok, was charged with 
allegedly passing information about 
the conflict in Ukraine to American 
diplomats, a claim the US has rejected. 
Russia’s foreign ministry said the two US 
diplomats -- Jeff Sillin and David Bernstein 
-- conducted “illegal activities by liaising 
with a Russian citizen, (Robert) Shonov”. 
“The US ambassador was told that Sillin and 
Bernstein must leave the territory of Russia within seven days under the status 
of persona non grata,” it said. Tensions between Russia and the United States 
have been deteriorating for years, and both sides have expelled diplomatic staff. 
The United States strongly condemned Shonov’s arrest in May, accusing Russia of 
using “increasingly repressive laws against its own citizens”.

u Slamming Elon Musk for calling Taiwan an 
“integral part of China,” the Taiwan foreign minister 
has asserted that Taiwan is “not for sale”. Musk, the 
owner of the social media platform X (formerly known 
as Twitter), as well as the Tesla (TSLA.O) electric car 
company and Starlink satellite network has stated 
that Taiwan is an integral part of China. His remarks 
at the All-In Summit in Los Angeles were recorded 

and posted to YouTube this week. “Their (Beijing’s) policy has been to reunite 
Taiwan with China. From their standpoint, maybe it is analogous to Hawaii or 
something like that, like an integral part of China that is arbitrarily not part of 
China mostly because … the US Pacific Fleet has stopped any sort of reunification 
effort by force,” Musk said. Responding to this, Taiwan’s Foreign Minister Joseph 
Wu, posted on X on Wednesday night, “Hope @
elonmusk can also ask the #CCP to open @X to its 
people. Perhaps he thinks banning it is a good policy, 
like turning off @Starlink to thwart #Ukraine’s 
counterstrike against #Russia. Listen up, #Taiwan is 
not part of the #PRC & certainly not for sale! JW.”

u An iconic red sweater worn by Princess Diana 
shortly after her engagement to then-Prince Charles, 
featuring rows of fluffy little sheep, sold at auction for 
more than $1.1 million following a frenetic bout of final 
bidding, Sotheby’s announced yesterday. The 19-year-old 
sported the knit garment -- which includes one black 
sheep amid dozens of otherwise white wooly creatures -- at a June 1981 polo 
match during her whirlwind days as a shy royal-in-the-making. The playfully 
patterned “Black Sheep” sweater became one of the most emblematic articles of 
clothing worn by Diana, which in hindsight seems to foretell her troubled journey 
as a member of the British royal family.

Taiwan 
slams Musk 
for calling it an 
‘integral part’ of 
China

Princess Diana’s 
‘Black Sheep’ 
sweater sells at 

auction for $1.1 mn

Russia expels 
two US diplomats for 
links to ‘spy’

The Breakthrough Prize awards "the world's 
most brilliant minds" in fields including life 
sciences, fundamental physics and mathematics, 
styling itself as the Silicon Valley-backed answer 
to the Nobels. Founding sponsors include Sergey 
Brin, Priscilla Chan and Mark Zuckerberg.

KNOW WHAT

Ukraine backtracks 
on retaking village 
near Bakhmut
Kyiv, Ukraine

Ukraine’s deputy de-
fence minister Gan-

na Malyar backtracked on 
an announcement earlier 
Thursday that Kyiv had re-
taken an eastern village near 
Bakhmut after troops on the 
ground said fighting was 
ongoing. Kyiv began push-
ing back against Moscow’s 
forces in the south and east 
of the country in June after 
building up Western weap-
ons and recruiting assault 
battalions. Malyar had an-
nounced that the village of 
Andriivka was “ours”, say-
ing Kyiv’s forces were “mov-
ing forward in the Bakhmut 
sector.” The announcement 
was rejected by Ukrainian 
soldiers on the ground.

“The statement about the 
capture of Andriivka is pre-
mature,” the 3rd Separate 
Assault Brigade, fighting in 
the Donetsk region, said on 
social media. “There are se-
rious and important battles 
in the areas of Klishchivka 
and Andriivka,” it said, call-
ing the statement “unfair.” 
Malyar said she was “clar-
ifying” the situation, blam-
ing it on a “communication 
breakdown.”

German Red Cross 
says Morocco aid 
plan thwarted
Berlin, Germany

The German Red Cross 
(DRK) yesterday said it 

had been forced to cancel a 
plan to deliver aid to earth-
quake-hit Morocco.

“For reasons beyond our 
control... new rules and reg-
ulations announced at short 
notice have made it impos-
sible for the plane to take off 
today,” the DRK said, with-
out giving further details.

“We deeply regret these 
developments because the 
people on the ground ur-
gently need help,” it said.

Immunologist wins 'Breakthrough Prize' for innovative cancer treatment
AFP | Washing-
ton, United States

When Michel 
Sadelain be-

gan his decades-long 
quest to genetical-
ly modify immune 
cells to fight cancer, 
his peers dismissed his ideas as 
absurd and even his mother grew 
concerned for his career.

On Thursday, the French 
and Canadian scientist was an-
nounced as a winner of the pres-

tigious Breakthrough 
Prize for his pioneering 
work in CAR T-cell ther-
apy, a new form of treat-
ment that has shown ex-
ceptional efficacy against 
blood cancers.

"Over the years, I can't 
tell you how many times 

I've heard this won't work, can't 
work, even if it works it has no 
future," the 63-year-old told AFP 
in an interview.

He was passed up for grants, 
promotions became uncer-

tain, and graduate students 
steered clear of joining his  
lab.

"One thing I have to do is to 
throw a big party with all those 
who contributed," Sadelain said, 

laughing. He will split $3 mil-
lion with American immunol-
ogist Carl June, who also led 
groundbreaking research into 
the field independently of his  
co-winner.

Dr Michel Sadelain

Global aid effort intensifies 
for flood-stricken Libya

AFP | Derna, Libya

A global aid effort for Libya 
gathered pace yesterday 
after a tsunami-sized flash 

flood killed at least 4,000 people, 
with thousands more missing -- a 
death toll the UN blamed in part 
on the legacy of years of war and 
chaos.

The enormous surge of storm 
water burst two upstream river 
dams late Sunday and reduced 
the city of Derna to an apoca-
lyptic wasteland where entire 
city blocks and untold numbers 
of people were washed into the 
Mediterranean.

“Within seconds the water 
level suddenly rose,” recounted 
one injured survivor who said he 
was swept away with his mother 

in the late-night ordeal before 
both managed to cling onto and 
scramble into an empty build-
ing downstream. “The water was 

rising with us until we got to the 
fourth floor, the water was up to 
the second floor,” the unidentified 
man said from his hospital bed, in 

testimony published by the Beng-
hazi Medical Center.

“We could hear screams. From 
the window I saw cars and bodies 
being carried away by the water. 
It lasted an hour or an hour and a 
half -- but for us, it felt like a year.”

Hundreds of body bags now line 
Derna’s mud-caked streets, await-
ing mass burials, as traumatised 
and grieving residents search 
mangled buildings for missing 
loved ones and bulldozers clear 
streets of debris and mountains 
of sand.

“The scale of the flood disas-
ter in Libya is shocking and it 
is heartbreaking,” said UN Un-
der-Secretary-General for Hu-
manitarian Affairs and Emer-
gency Relief Coordinator Martin 
Griffiths.

This image grab from footage published on social networks by Libyan al-Masar television channel on September 13 shows an aerial view of a extensive damage in the wake 
of floods after the Mediterranean storm “Daniel” hit Libya's eastern city of Derna.

Putin, Kim gifted each other ‘rifles’: Kremlin
AFP | Moscow, Russia

Vladimir Putin and Kim Jung 
Un gifted each other rifles 

when they met in Far Eastern 
Russia, the Kremlin said on 
Thursday, confirming the iso-
lated Russian leader will visit 
North Korea as Moscow woos 
another pariah state.

The Russian president met 
with Kim on Wednesday amid 
speculation they would agree 
on an arms deal. Putin “gave 
(Kim) a rifle from our produc-
tion of the highest quality. In 
return, he also received a North 
Korean-made rifle,” Kremlin 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov said.

Putin also gifted the North 
Korean leader a “glove from a 
space suit that has been to space 

several times.” Kim, who seldom 
leaves his country, held talks 
with Putin at the Vostochny cos-
modrome. 

The Kremlin said his visit to 
Russia’s Far East would last “a 
few more days.”Moscow also 

confirmed that Putin “gratefully 
accepted Kim’s invitation” to 
visit Pyongyang, which North 
Korean state television earlier 
announced.

Peskov said Moscow will first 
“quickly prepare” to send For-

eign Minister Sergei Lavrov to 
Pyongyang, with his trip expect-
ed in October, before a Putin 
visit can be arranged.

North Korean into space
Putin and Kim also discussed 

the possibility of sending a 
North Korean into space, Rus-
sian news agencies quoted Pu-
tin’s spokesman as saying.

“We talked about the fact that 
if the North Korean side wishes, 
a North Korean cosmonaut can 
be trained and sent into space,” 
the TASS and RIA Novosti news 
agencies quoted Dmitry Peskov 
as saying. If that were to hap-
pen, the cosmonaut would be 
the first North Korean ever to 
go into space.

North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un (2nd L) and Russia's President Vladimir Putin 
(R) visitng the Vostochny Cosmodrome in Russia's Amur region

London police pay ‘substantial’ 
damages to women arrested at vigil
AFP | London, United Kingdom

London’s Metropolitan Po-
lice has apologised and 

paid “substantial” compensa-
tion to two women arrested at 
a March 2021 vigil for Sarah 
Everard who was kidnapped, 
raped and murdered by a serv-
ing police officer, their lawyers 
said Thursday.

Hundreds of people, mostly 
women, attended the vigil for 
Everard in south London near 
where the 33-year-old market-
ing executive went missing.

Police officers scuffled with 
some members of the crowd 
towards the end of the vigil, 
held despite coronavirus re-

strictions, with the sight of 
male officers restraining and 
handcuffing female demon-
strators drawing widespread 
criticism.

Patsy Stevenson and Dania 
Al-Obeid, who were both de-
tained at the event and took 
legal action, had reached a set-
tlement with the Met Police, 
Bindmans, the law firm repre-
senting them, said.

Bindmans said the Metro-
politan Police issued an apol-
ogy and paid “substantial” 
damages.

“It has taken over two years 
to reach this conclusion,” Ste-
venson said in a statement.

Most casualties could have been avoided: UN
Geneva, Switzerland

The United Nations said 
Thursday that most of the 

thousands of deaths in Libya’s 
flood disaster could have been 
averted if early warning and 
emergency management sys-
tems had functioned properly.

With better functioning coor-
dination in the crisis-wracked 
country, the human toll could 
have been far smaller, the UN’s 
World Meteorological Organ-

ization said. It warned that 
other conflict-hit countries 
faced similar, dangerous defi-
ciencies to their early warning  
systems.

If the system in Libya ad 
worked properly, “the emergen-
cy management forces would 
have been able to carry out the 
evacuation of the people, and we 
could have avoided most of the 
human casualties,” WMO chief 
Petteri Taalas told reporters in 
Geneva.

India imposes curbs after two die of Nipah
AFP | New Delhi, India

India has curbed public 
gatherings and shut some 

schools in the southern state 
of Kerala after two people died 
of Nipah, a virus from bats or 
pigs that causes deadly fever, 
officials said Thursday.

The virus has no vaccine and 
a fatality rate ranging from 40 
to 75%, according to the World 
Health Organization.

Symptoms include intense 
fever, vomiting and a respira-
tory infection, but severe cases 
can involve seizures and en-
cephalitis, an inflammation of 
the brain, and result in a coma.

Three others have tested 
positive, and more than 700 
people including 153 health 
workers who came in contact 
with those infected are under 
observation, health officials 
said. At least four people have 
been hospitalised, including 

the nine-year-old child of one 
of the victims.

Initially transmitted from 
animals such as fruit bats or 
pigs, Nipah is also spread from 
person to person, the WHO 
said. The incubation period -- 
the time from infection to the 
onset of symptoms -- ranges 
from around four to 14 days, 
but has been reported to be as 
long as 45 days, according to 
the WHO.

Health workers wearing protective 
gear shift people who have been in 
contact with a person infected with 
the Nipah virus to an isolation center 
at a goverment hospital in Kozikode

NASA joins the still 
controversial search for UFOs

AFP | Washington, United 
States

NASA on Thursday officially 
joined the search for UFOs 

-- but reflecting the stigma 
attached to the field, the US 
space agency wouldn’t iden-
tify the director of the new 
program tasked with tracking 
mystery flying objects.

The official’s appointment is 
the result of a year-long NASA 
fact-finding report into what 
NASA calls “unidentified anom-
alous phenomena (UAP).”

“At NASA, it’s in our DNA 
to explore -- and to ask why 
things are the way they are,” 
NASA chief Bill Nelson said.

An independent team of 
16 researchers concluded in 
the report that the search for 
UAPs “demands a rigorous, ev-
idence-based approach.”

“We need to ensure that the 
scientific process and methods 
are free,” said Daniel Evans, 

who worked on the year-long 
NASA report leading to the an-
nouncement.

“Some of the threats and the 
harassment have been beyond 
the pale quite frankly,” Evans 
said.

800 events
There have been more than 

800 “events” collected over 
27 years, of which two to five 
percent are thought to be pos-
sibly anomalous, the report’s 
authors said during a May 
meeting.

These are defined as “any-
thing that is not readily under-
standable by the operator or 
the sensor,” or “something that 
is doing something weird,” said 
team member Nadia Drake.

The US government has be-
gun taking the issue of UAPs 
more seriously in recent years, 
in part due to concerns that 
they are related to foreign sur-
veillance.
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UK man swims entire New York 
river in clean-water campaign

AFP | New York, United States

British endurance swimmer 
Lewis Pugh on Wednes-

day completed a 315-mile 
(500-kilometer) journey down 
New York’s Hudson River, 
highlighting its successful dec-
ades-long cleanup as a beacon 
for other waterways.

“Fifty years ago, this was one 
of the most polluted rivers in 
the whole world,” said Pugh, 
53, who was appointed the first 
UN patron of the oceans a dec-
ade ago.

“We need to have clean, 
healthy rivers,” he told report-
ers after completing the unas-
sisted trip from the Hudson’s 
mountain source all the way 
down to New York City.

He said that in New York’s 
industrial past, the river would 
sometimes change color from 
day to day, depending on what 

dyes and other pollutants were 
dumped or ran off.

But after decades of action to 
clean up pollution, Pugh was 
able to safely swim down the 
river, a month-long feat he said 
will hopefully inspire others.

“They’re going to be inspired 
by what happened here and 
say to themselves: ‘If they can 
do that in the Hudson, surely 
we can do it in our river and 
our river can also be saved,’” he 
said.Pugh has previously un-
dertaken high-profile swims 
in Antarctica, the North Pole 
and the Red Sea to advocate for 
rivers clean enough to swim 
and fish in safely.

His Hudson River feat comes 
as leaders from the around the 
globe are set to descend on 
New York to attend the annual 
UN General Assembly, during 
which a historic High Seas 
Treaty is to be formally signed.

Lewis Pugh arrives at the finish of his 315-Mile Hudson River swim in New 
York

Body of Ecuadorean crime boss 
stolen from Colombian cemetery
AFP | Bogote, Colombia

The body of Ecuadorean 
fugitive Junior Roldan 

was illegally exhumed from a 
Colombian graveyard, police 
said Wednesday, months after 
the former Los Choneros drug 
gang boss was buried.

Roldan, who went by the ali-
as JR, was accused of several 
attacks and murders in Ecua-
dor’s prisons.

More than 430 inmates have 
died violently since 2021, doz-
ens of them dismembered and 
incinerated in disputes be-
tween rival gangs linked to Co-
lombian and Mexican cartels.

Roldan’s body disappeared 
from the vault where he was 
buried in May, local police told 
AFP Wednesday.

Roldan was released from a 
prison in the Ecuadorean port 
city of Guayaquil -- a hub for 
several drug gangs -- in Feb-
ruary 2023 and was granted 
parole, a decision criticized 
by President Guillermo Lasso.

He was wounded in an 
armed attack in March, after 
which prison authorities lost 
track of him.

Colombian authorit ies 
found his body shot in the head 
in a rural area in the country’s 
northwest two months later.

After no one claimed the 

body, it was buried in a cem-
etery in Envigado on the out-
skirts of Medellin, Colombia’s 
second city, on May 18.

There are more than 13 or-
ganized crime groups oper-
ating in Ecuador, officials say, 
the oldest and most powerful 
of which is Los Choneros.

Following the murder of Los 
Choneros leader Jorge Luis 
Zambrano in 2020, the gang 
reportedly split into several 
factions.

Roldan, Zambrano’s former 
lieutenant, became part of the 
Las Aguilas gang, while Adolfo 
Macias, also known as Fito, 
began commanding the Los 
Fatales group.

Macias, imprisoned since 
2011, was transferred to a max-
imum security jail last month 
soon after the murder of pres-
idential hopeful Fernando Vil-
lavicencio, who was shot by 
Colombian hitmen days before 
the first round of voting.

Junior Roldán

EU parliament backs criminalising paying for sex
Strasbourg, France

The European Parliament 
voted on Thursday to back 

a motion calling for those paying 
for prostitution to face criminal 
prosecution.

The motion is non-binding, but 
comes at a time when several EU 
member states are reconsider-
ing their laws on prostitution, 
which vary wildly around the  
bloc.

It urges EU countries to make 

it a crime to “solicit, accept or 
obtain a sexual act from a person 
in exchange for remuneration, 
the promise of remuneration, the 
provision of a benefit in kind or 

the promise of such a benefit.”
The motion generated fierce 

debate and was only passed by 
234 votes to 175, with all the main 
party groupings of right and left 

split on the issue and MEPs voting 
as they wished.

Some EU countries such as Cro-
atia and Lithuania ban prostitu-
tion and have criminal penalties 
for sex workers. Some -- notably 
Germany, Austria and the Neth-
erlands -- have legalised and reg-
ulated it.

Some others -- including Swe-
den, France and Ireland -- have 
sought to switch the criminal re-
sponsibility for sex work onto the 
clients in the transaction.

Japan warns 
against ‘violations’ 
of UN ban on arms 
deals with N.Korea
Tokyo, Japan

Japan warned yesterday 
against violating UN res-

olutions on arms deals with 
North Korea, after Russian 
President Vladimir Putin 
met with Kim Jong Un.

“We are watching (the 
talks) with concerns in-
cluding the possibility that 
it could lead to violations of 
the Security Council’s ban 
on all arms-related material 
transactions with North Ko-
rea,” new Foreign Minister 
Yoko Kamikawa said. Kami-
kawa said that the “Russian 
invasion of Ukraine cannot 
be accepted”. She added: 
“Japan has urged third par-
ties not to provide support 
to Russian forces. We are 
watching related activities 
with concerns.”

Representative picture



08

C I N E M A

CELEBScelebs

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2023

Across
1- Schoolmarmish; 5- President Garfield’s middle name; 10- Very, in Versailles; 14- Actress 
Downey; 15- Fluff, as bangs; 16- Methods; 17- Not much; 18- Tall and thin; 19- Skeptic’s scoff; 
20- Tourist draw; 22- Well statistic; 24- Hullabaloos; 27- Small songbird; 28- Defensive mounds; 
32- Femme fatale; 36- 7th letter of the Greek alphabet; 37- Lasso; 39- Govt. security; 40- Bust 
maker; 42- Feed on grass; 44- Adhesive; 45- Aquarium buildup; 47- Rudner and Moreno; 49- Hall 
or Byrnes; 50- Suspicious; 51- Hermits; 53- Slippery; 56- Karate blow; 57- Zealous environmental-
ist; 61- Main impact; 65- Laugh loudly; 66- Fear greatly; 69- Draft classification; 70- Commedia 
dell’___; 71- Garden figure; 72- Vegas line; 73- Eye sore; 74- Short literary composition; 75- Throw;

Down
1- London stroller; 2- Routine; 3- Apple variety; 4- Reckless; 5- City in GA; 6- Actress Arthur; 7- 
Monetary unit of South Africa; 8- Crooked; 9- Gangster Lansky; 10- Union; 11- Broccoli ___ (leafy 
vegetable); 12- Organs used for sight; 13- Fast fliers; 21- Hebrew month; 23- Nudnik; 25- Not 
a dup.; 26- Fab Four name; 28- Of the kidneys; 29- ___ of Two Cities; 30- A Simpson; 31- Flight 
segment; 33- Actor’s parts; 34- Piece of music written for a solo instrument; 35- Food and water; 
38- Nahuatl speaker; 41- Without anxiety; 43- A head; 46- Observer; 48- Pig; 52- How to harvest a 
carrot; 54- Flat shelf; 55- Threads; 57- Important times; 58- Bud of “Harold and Maude”; 59- Like 
Cheerios; 60- Greek island in the Aegean; 62- Bring to ruin; 63- Beatty and Rorem; 64- Soviet 
news service; 67- Doctors’ org.; 68- Susan of “L.A. Law”;

S U D O K U C R O S S W O R D

Yesterday’s solution Yesterday’s solution

How to play
Place a number in the empty boxes in such 
a way that each row across, each column 
down and each 9-box square contains all 
of the numbers from one to nine. 

A HUNTING IN VENICE 
(15+) (CRIME/THRILLER/HORROR) (NEW)
KENNETH BRANAGH, KYLE ALLEN, 
CAMILLE COTTIN

OASIS JUFFAIR: 12.00 + 2.15 + 4.30 + 6.45 + 9.00 
+ 11.15 PM
OASIS JUFFAIR (VIP): 8.45 PM
CITY CENTRE: 10.30 AM + 12.30 + 2.45 + 5.00 + 
7.15 + 9.30 + 11.45 PM 
CITY CENTRE:(IMAX-2D): 12.30 + 6.00 + 11.30 PM 
SEEF (II): 10.30 AM + 12.45 + 3.00 + 5.15 + 7.30 + 
9.45 + 12.00 MN
WADI AL SAIL: 12.15 + 2.30 + 4.45 + 7.00 + 9.15 
+ 11.30 PM
AL LIWAN: 11.45 AM + 2.00 + 4.15 + 6.30 + 8.45 
+ 11.00 PM 

97 MINUTES 
(PG-15) (THRILLER)  97 (NEW)
JONATHAN RHYS-MEYERS, ALEC BALDWIN, 
MYANNA BURING

CITY CENTRE: 12.00 + 2.00 + 4.00 + 6.00 + 8.00 
+ 10.00 PM + 12.00 MN 
SEEF (II): 11.00 AM + 1.00 + 3.00 + 5.00 + 7.00 + 
9.00 + 11.00 PM 
WADI AL SAIL: 10.30 AM + 2.45 + 7.00 + 11.15 PM 
AL LIWAN: 11.30 AM + 1.30 + 3.30 + 5.30 + 7.30 + 
9.30 + 11.30 PM

AWLAD HAREEM KARIM 
(PG-15) (ARABIC/ROMANTIC/COMEDY) (NEW)
MOSTAFA AMAR, AMR ABDUL GELIL, 
DALIA AL BEHERI

CITY CENTRE: 12.15 + 2.30 + 4.45 + 7.00 + 9.15 
+ 11.30 PM 
SEEF (II): 11.45 AM + 2.00 + 4.15 + 6.30 + 8.45 
+ 11.00 PM 
WADI AL SAIL: 6.00 + 8.15 + 10.30 PM 
AL LIWAN: 1.30 + 6.00 + 10.30 PM

SYMPATHY FOR THE DEVIL 
(15+) (THRILLER/DRAMA) (NEW)
NICOLAS CAGE, JOEL KINNAMAN,
 KAIWI LYMAN

CITY CENTRE: 11.00 AM + 3.30 + 8.00 PM 
SEEF (II): 5.30 + 7.30 + 9.30 + 11.30 PM 

THE CELLO  
(18+) (THRILLER/HORROR/DRAMA) (NEW)
TOBIN BELL, JEREMY IRONS, SAMER ISMAIL

SEEF (II): 11.30 AM + 2.00 + 4.30 + 7.00 + 9.30 
+ 12.00 MN 

RABBIT ACADEMY: MISSION EGGPOS-
SI BLE 
(PG) (ANIMATION/ADVENTURE/FAMILY) 
(NEW) 
CALLUM MALONEY, LUCY CAROLAN, 
JONAS ELKHAWAD

OASIS JUFFAIR :(KIDS CINEMA) :12.00 + 1.45 + 
3.30 + 5.15 + 7.00 + 8.45 + 10.30 PM 
CITY CENTRE: 11.15 AM + 1.00 + 2.45 + 4.30 PM 
SEEF (II): 10.30 AM + 12.15 + 2.00 + 3.45 PM 
WADI AL SAIL: 11.00 AM + 12.45 + 2.30 + 4.15 PM 
AL LIWAN: 1.15 + 4.45 + 8.15 PM 

BUHE BARIYAN 
(PG-15) (PUNJABI/DRAMA) (NEW)

NEERU BAJWA, NIRMAL RISHI, 
RUBINA BAJWA

FROM FRI 15th
OASIS JUFFAIR : 12.30 + 3.15 + 6.00 + 8.45 + 
11.30 PM 
SEEF (I): 10.30 AM + 1.00 + 3.45 + 6.30 + 9.15 PM 
+ 12.00 MN 

MARK ANTONY 
(PG-13) (TAMIL) (NEW)
VISHAL, S.J.SURYAH, SUNEEL

FROM FRI 15th
OASIS JUFFAIR : 11.15 AM + 2.15 + 5.15 + 8.15 + 
11.15 PM 
SEEF (I): 11.45 AM + 2.45 + 5.45 + 8.45 + 11.45 PM
AL HAMRA: 2.45 + 9.00 PM + (12.00 MN FRI)

KASARGOLD 
(PG-15) (MALAYALAM) (NEW)
VINAYAKAN, ASIF ALI, SIDDIQUE

FROM FRI 15th
SEEF (I): 10.30 AM + 1.00 + 3.45 + 6.30 + 9.15 PM 
+ 12.00 MN 

JAWAN 
(PG-15) (ACTION/THRILLER/DRAMA) HINDI
SHAH RUKH KHAN, NAYANTHARA, 
DEEPIKA PADUKONE, VIJAY SETHUPATHI

OASIS JUFFAIR: 10.30 AM + 12.45 + 1.45 + 4.00 + 
5.00 + 7.15 + 8.15 + 10.30 + 11.30 PM 
OASIS JUFFAIR:(VIP): 11.00 AM + 2.15 + 5.30 PM 
CITY CENTRE: 10.00 AM + 10.30 AM + 1.30 + 2.00 
+ 5.00 + 5.30 + 8.30 + 9.00 + 12.00 MN +  (12.30 
MN THURS/FRI)
CITY CENTRE:(IMAX-2D) : 2.45 + 8.15 PM 
CITY CENTRE (THEATRE): 12.00 + 3.30 + 7.00 + 
10.30 PM 
SEEF (I): 10.45 AM + 11.15 AM + 2.00 + 2.30 + 
5.15 + 5.45 + 8.30 + 9.00 + 11.45 PM +  (12.15 MN 
THURS/FRI) 
WADI AL SAIL: 12.15 + 1.15 + 3.30 + 4.30 + 6.45 + 
7.45 + 10.00 + 11.00 PM 
AL LIWAN: 10.30 AM + 1.30 + 1.45 + 4.45 + 7.30 + 
8.00 + 11.15 PM 
AL HAMRA: ON THURS: 11.00 AM + 2.15 + 8.45 
PM 
AL HAMRA:FROM FRI: 11.30 AM  + 5.45 PM
TAMIL
OASIS JUFFAIR : 1.45 + 8.00 PM 
AL HAMRA: ON THURS: 5.30 + 12.00 MN

THE NUN 2 
0(15+) (HORROR/THRILLE)      
TAISSA FARMIGA, JONAS BLOQUET, 
STORM REID                                        

OASIS JUFFAIR: 1.15 + 6.00 + 10.45 PM 
OASIS JUFFAIR (VIP): 11.00 PM
CITY CENTRE: 11.30 AM + 2.00 + 4.30 + 7.00 + 
9.30 + 12.00 MN + (12.30 MN THURS/FRI)
CITY CENTRE (THEATRE): 12.30 + 6.00 + 11.30 PM 
SEEF (II): 11.15 AM + 1.45 + 4.15 + 6.45 + 9.15 + 
11.45 PM
WADI AL SAIL: 10.45 AM + 1.15 + 3.45 + 6.15 + 
8.45 + 11.15 PM 
AL LIWAN: 10.30 AM + 11.15 AM + 1.00 + 3.30 + 
5.00 + 6.00 + 8.30 + 10.45 + 11.00 PM

THE EQUALIZER 3 
(PG-15) (ACTION/CRIME) 

DENZEL WASHINGTON DAKOTA FANNING 
DAVID DENMAN

OASIS JUFFAIR: 11.00 AM + 3.45 + 8.30 PM 
CITY CENTRE: 10.30 AM + 11.00 AM + 12.45 + 1.15 
+ 3.00 + 3.30 + 5.15 + 5.45 + 7.30 + 8.00 +  9.45 + 
10.15 + 12.00 MN + (12.30 MN THURS/FRI)
CITY CENTRE (THEATRE): 1.00 + 3.00 + 3.45 + 
6.30 + 8.30 + 9.00 + 12.00 MN
SEEF (II): 10.30 AM + 12.30 + 2.45 + 5.00 + 7.15 + 
9.30 + 11.45 PM 
WADI AL SAIL: 12.30 + 4.45 + 9.00 PM 
AL LIWAN: 11.15 AM  + 3.45 + 8.15 PM 

RDX: ROBERT DONY XAVIER 
(PG-15) (MALAYALAM)  
ANTONY VARGHESE, SHANE NIGAM, 
NEERAJ MADHAV                                                             

OASIS JUFFAIR: 10.45 AM + 5.00 + 11.15 PM 
SEEF (II) : 2.30 + 8.00 PM 

SOUND OF FREEDOM 
(15+) (CRIME/DRAMA/THRILLER/BIOGRA-
PHY)
JIM CAVIEZEL, MIRA SORVINO, BILL CAMP

CITY CENTRE: 12.15 + 3.00 + 5.45 + 8.30 + 11.15 
PM 
CITY CENTRE (THEATRE): 1.30 + 4.30 + 8.00 + 
11.00 PM 
SEEF (II) :11.45 AM + 2.30 + 5.15 + 8.00 + 10.45 
PM 

RETRIBUTION 
(PG-15) (THRILLER/CIRME)
LIAM NEESON, NOMA DUMEZWENI, 
MATTHEW MODINE

CITY CENTRE : 11.15 AM  + 1.15 + 3.15 + 5.15 +7.15 
+ 9.15 + 11.15 PM 

GRAN TURISMO 
(PG-13) (ACTION/ADVENTURE/DRAMA/
SPORT)
DAVID HARBOUR, ORLANDO BLOOM, 
ARCHIE MADEKWE

CITY CENTRE: 6.15 + 9.00 + 11.45 PM 

BLUE BEETLE 
(PG-15) (ACTION/ADVENTURE/COMEDY)
XOLO MARIDUENA, SUSAN SARANDON, 
HARVEY GUILLEN

CITY CENTRE:1.00 + 5.30 + 10.00 PM 

MEG 2: THE TRENCH 
(PG-15) (ACTION/ADVENTURE)
JASON STATHAM, WU JING, SOPHIA CAI

CITY CENTRE: 2.00 + 8.00 PM 
SEEF (II) : 12.00 + 5.30 + 11.00 PM 

OPPENHEIMER 
(PG-15) (DRAMA/HISTORY/BIOGRAPHY) 
CILLIAN MURPHY, EMILY BLUNT, MATT 
DAMON

CITY CENTRE: 10.30 AM + 4.30 + 10.30 PM 

CATS IN THE MUSUEM 
(PG) (ANIMATION/ADVENTURE)
JORDAN WORSLEY, STEPHEN PETER KRISEL, 
MARIA SMAKHTINA 

AL LIWAN: (JUNIOR  CINEMA): 11.30 AM + 3.00 + 
6.30 + 10.00 PM 

Taylor Swift, Shakira 
shine at MTV Video 
Music Awards

AFP | Los Angeles

Taylor Swift cleaned up 
at Tuesday’s MTV Vid-
eo Music Awards and 

won the evening’s top trophy, 
as Shakira accepted the night’s 
prestigious Video Vanguard 
honour with a hip-shaking, ca-
reer-spanning performance.

Swift continued her global 
reign by scooping awards in-
cluding Best Song, Best Pop and 
Best Direction, as well as the 
top competitive award for Vid-
eo of the Year, which she won 
for her hit “Anti-Hero.”

Turn-of-the-millennium teen 
heartthrobs NSYNC reunited 
onstage for the first time in a 
decade to present her with the 
Best Pop award, leaving Swift, 
who is poised to post the first 
billion-dollar tour, fanning her 
cheeks.

“This is unbelievable,” Swift 
said as she accepted the night’s 
top prize, which she also took 
home in 2022. “I just want to 
say that the fact that this is a 
fan-voted award means so 
much to me.”

But she didn’t perform on 
the night known far more for 
its spectacle than its awards, 
instead sipping her drink as 
artists including Olivia Rod-
rigo, Anitta and Doja Cat took 
the stage.

The made-for-broadcast 
show, held this year in Newark’s 
Prudential Center, frequently 
panned to Swift who was seated 

near the main stage next to Ice 
Spice, the viral Bronx rapper 
who has collaborated with the 
pop phenom and who won the 
evening’s prize for Best New 
Artist.

A camera operator was re-
portedly tasked with filming 
Swift for the show’s entire du-
ration.

The nearly four-hour show 
that included some 20 perfor-
mances ended without hand-
ing out awards in a number of 
categories, however, including 
for Artist of the Year, which for 
the first time was an all-women 
slate including Swift, Shakira 
and Beyonce.

Lil Wayne opened the show 
in a nod to this year’s 50th an-
niversary of hip hop, and Sean 
Combs -- known by his stage 

names Puff Daddy, Puffy,  P. 
Diddy and Diddy -- delivered a 
career-spanning performance 
as he accepted the night’s Glob-
al Icon lifetime achievement 
award.

“This is so surreal,” said the 
53-year-old from Harlem. “I 
started out as a paper boy.”

And it was Shakira who 
scored the night’s most prestig-
ious honor for lifetime achieve-
ment, the Video Vanguard 
award that celebrates music 
video innovations.

The Colombian perform-
er, 46, stole the show as she 
performed her signature hip 
swings and pops, singing a bi-
lingual medley including “She 
Wolf,” “Te Felicito,” “Objection 
(Tango),” “Whenever, Wherev-
er” and “Hips Don’t Lie.”

Shakira thanks sons for ‘cheering her up’
Celebretainment | Los Angeles

Shakira has thanked her sons 
for “cheering her up” after a 

tough year.
The pop superstar brought 

her two boys - Milan, nine, and 

Sasha, seven - along to the 2023 
MTV Video Music Awards at 
the Prudential Center in New-
ark, New Jersey on Tuesday 
night and she dedicated her 
Vanguard Award to them in an 

emotional speech in which she 
credited them with helping her 
get back on her feet and move 
forward with her career after 
her devastating split from their 
dad Gerard Pique.

Colombian singer Shakira performs on stage during the MTV Video Music Awards

US singer-songwriter Taylor Swift accepts the award for Best Pop Video, 
presented by (from L) Joey Fatone, Lance Bass and Justin Timberlake



VACANCIES
AVAILABLE

Call us on +973 36458394
email : advt@newsofbahrain.comClassifieds

WONDERFUL STYLISH SALON has a 
vacancy for the occupation of BARBER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 32273555 or 
AAAZZZ131@HOTMAIL.COM
AL FOURAT MEDICAL CENTER W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SPECIALISED 
DOCTOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 32238770 or LAYALIBAHRAIN@
GMAIL.COM
MCSIX FOR RECRUITING MANPOWER 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
MANAGER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17402050 or OPERATION@MCSIX.ME
PARADISE CAR WASH has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17421026 or CARPRO.
BH@GMAIL.COM
Sahel Karbabad Grills has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39997757 or 
M.KHABBAZ92@GMAIL.COM
BANANA SWEET has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39464141 or 
BANANASWEET41@GMAIL.COM
SHAHLA LADIES SALOON & BEAUTY has 
a vacancy for the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
32332010 or reem.hakeem.7@hotmail.com
BAHRAIN APPAREL TRADING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of MANAGER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17564451 or Shynac@appareluae.com
LULU BAHRAIN HYPERMARKET W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CASHIER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17558558 or careers@bh.lulumea.com
RESTAURANT BAIT ALKEBDA has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 32366920 or 
BAITALKEBDA@GMAIL.COM
SHER ALI KHAN CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34592505 or ASFANDIYARK4@GMAIL.
COM
ALEA WORLD CONTRUCTION has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39669225 or 
SAATI-2002@HOTMAIL.COM
MULTANI RESTAURANT CO BAHRAINI 
PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 37228185 or 
AMIR133HUSSAIN@GMAIL.COM
DARK DELIVERY SERVICES has a vacancy 
for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36686330 or 
HKSNOOS@GMAIL.COM
NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY (W.L.L) has 
a vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39470985 or yousif@aanass.net
JFF CONSULTANTS W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66908895 or SHAADMANKHAAN@GMAIL.
COM
RED CARPET CLEANING & PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35044604 or 
AAMIRKHAN.KHAN19944@GMAIL.COM
BIN DHAIF GARAGE. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of VEHICLE SHEETMETAL 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36466688 or BINDHAIF1@HOTMAIL.
COM
PRO  KLEEN  SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36845820 or 
PADAM1739@GMAIL.COM
TEMP TECH CONTRACTING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of AIR-
CONDITIONING TECHNICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17669660 or 
ACCOUNTS@TEMPTECHWLL.COM
BREEZEE SECRET GENERAL TRADING 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33189963 or NASSERBREEZEE@GMAIL.
COM
JUICY LUCY JUICE W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33123800 or DIVIVEART.
BH@GMAIL.COM
PAK KHAIBER CAFETERIA has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33117948 or 
Bahrainpk@hotmail.com
HIBA TRADING W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38952047 or 

HIBATRADING09@GMAIL.COM
TAHIR HAFEZ ELECTRONIC W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33945238 or ASKOR3622@GMAIL.COM
KHATAM SULEIMAN COMPANY FOR 
MARKETING AND COMMERCIAL 
MEDIATION W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MANAGER (MARKETING), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37092284 or GMSOLIMAW200@GMAIL.COM
SHAZAD IFTIKHAR OTHER INFORMATION 
SERVICE ACTIVITIES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38010374 or 
AGENTREAL28@GMAIL.COM
AROCKIA ALUMINIUM W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of FABRICATOR(FIBERGLASS 
RODUCTS), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34092552 or ADOSS1969@GMAIL.
COM
NADEEF LAIDES TAILORING 2 has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TAILOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38777224 or 
NOORASHOP.BAH@GMAIL.COM
CITY SPACES CONSTRUCTION CO 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
ADMINISTRATOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17725566 or SPACESWLL@
GMAIL.COM
ABU AHAD AIR CONDITIONING WORKSHOP 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 35664936 or IRFANALIBH75@GMAIL.
COM
CLASSIC CUT GENTS SALOON has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36845252 or SALEEN_331@HOTMAIL.COM
PROLITE DOCUMENTS CLEARANCE has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33149165 
or HYBIRDFACILITYMANAGEMENT.CO@
GMAIL.COM
Sahel Karbabad Grills has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(GRILLING), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39997757 or 
M.KHABBAZ92@GMAIL.COM
ELITE FACILITY MANAGEMENT CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17382228 or MUSTAFA@ELITEFMC.
COM
MILESTONE DYNAMIC COMBINED 
SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of ACCOUNTANTS, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 37455506 or 
lee_hyuna@yahoo.com
ARCAL W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17701900 or hrd@arcal.biz
COTTAGE INTERIORS BAHRAINI 
PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35611842 or 
MIRZADXB281@GMAIL.COM
PURITY WORKING HANDS has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33513751 or 
PURITYBAH36@GMAIL.COM
UNIFORMS CORNER W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of LABOURER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39158852 or 
TECRISETNC@GMAIL.COM
46 CARCARE has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33992221 or BAHRAINNOWBH@
GMAIL.COM
ALMOAYYED CONTRACTING GROUP W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17400407 or proffice@almoayyedcg.com
ONE STEP BUSINESS SUPPORT SERVICE 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36657757 or SERVICEBAHRAIN757@
GMAIL.COM
ALMIQAT RESTAURANT has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36673077 or 
AL.MIQAT@YAHOO.COM
ARMO MANAGEMENT W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39315282 or 
RAFI.TATORIAN@ICLOUD.COM
UM KHALIL JEWELLERY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 13105727 or 
AWAISNAVEED41@GMAIL.COM
SHARP BRAIN SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35411081 or 
SHININGWAYS123@GMAIL.COM
AL AQEEQ BARBER SALON has a vacancy 
for the occupation of HAIR DRESSER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33153737 or 

SADIANAFEESAHMED@GMAIL.COM
NASSER ABD MOHAMMED B.S.C(CLOSED) 
has a vacancy for the occupation of RIGGER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17700888 or NASSERAB@BATELCO.COM.BH
BURJ FAHED CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy 
for the occupation of LABOURER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33864854 or 
ASIMAFTAB69@GMAIL.COM
AHSAN 87 U T C  SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33032025 or DCBH7891@GMAIL.COM
WADI KHANPUR MAINTENANCE SERVICES 
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35609200 or IIBRARBH1212@GMAIL.COM
EAGLE FOR SAFE AND SECURITY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17270140 or alialtmimi@yahoo.com
ALNOOR INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL has a 
vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER(BUS), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17736773 or roonlasc@batelco.com.bh
KHALIL ABDULLA MOHAMMED SHARIF 
(IVANA/7965) has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SEAMAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17672220 or mahmoodbali@hotmail.
com
EDMA BAHRAIN INSULATION has a vacancy 
for the occupation of LABOURER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39420444 or 
hawra@edama.bh
Stiller Agency for the Supply Workers w. l. 
l has a vacancy for the occupation of SALES 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17717730 or ALAZZAMGROUP@
YAHOO.COM
MOHAMED ALI HUSAIN HAMADA / THARIH 
7177 has a vacancy for the occupation of 
FISHERMAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39602333 or MALI.09@LIVE.COM
Arabian International Contracting CO. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of MASON, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39677780 or AWALSERV@BATELCO.COM.BH
ARCAL W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17701900 or hrd@arcal.biz
ABDULLA ALBAQALI & ABDULSALAM  
ALBAQALI has a vacancy for the 
occupation of LABOURER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39611105 or 
ABDULSALAMABDULLAALI@GMAIL.COM
ALYAMAMA HOUSE FOR CLEANING 
CONTRACTING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17345569 or 
YAMAMAHOUSE1@GMAIL.COM
ELITE FACILITY MANAGEMENT CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17382228 or MUSTAFA@ELITEFMC.
COM
CIRCLE INTEGRATED SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17822218 or INFO@CIRCLE.BH
PROLITE DOCUMENTS CLEARANCE has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33149165 
or HYBIRDFACILITYMANAGEMENT.CO@
GMAIL.COM
SHIFUL ALOM REAL ESTATE W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36415755 or 
MOSTOFABAI9003@GMAIL.COM
RIGHT SPOT INTERIOR DECORATION W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33261484 or FAHADVASHIR109@GMAIL.
COM
ALWADI LAUNDRY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of PRESSER (HAND), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33775566 or 
BUHAMAD171@HOTMAIL.COM
LULU BAHRAIN HYPERMARKET W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of RETAIL TRADE 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17558558 or careers@bh.lulumea.com
THE RITZ - CARLTON BAHRAIN HOTEL 
has a vacancy for the occupation of ROOM 
ATTENDANT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17580000 or rc.bahrz.hr@ritzcarlton.
com
ALDOOR EXCAVATION & BUILDING 
CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of AUTOMOBILE 
ELECTRICIAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17877246 or zainabhr@aldoorbh.com
7 E 11 AUTO SERVICES has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39696389 or 
SIMSIM7ELEVEN@GMAIL.COM

MAHMOOD ALNOOH CONTRACTING 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39677337 or info@mancobh.com
CITY GLASSES W L L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39813203 or 
acityglass@yahoo.com
HIGH DAM CONTRACTING COMPANY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33548231 or SANKKARGM@YAHOO.COM
ABU MAHMOOD ELECTRICAL WORKSHOP 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39248626 or futuredocument@gmail.com
RIO CAFETERIA has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17340405 or ok101010@
gmail.com
DAEAT COLDSTOUR has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17735574 or 
abuhassans600@gmail.com
BRAZIL MECHANICAL WORK SHOP has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36709858 or brazilmechanicalworkshop@
gmail.com
ALI ISA K. K. ALROMAIHI / ALFAJAR 
ALBAEED-12698 has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SEAMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17840252 or shgroup@
batelco.com.bh
AL MADHI TRADING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33224245 or 
HSNSALEHS@GMAIL.COM
YOUNIS AL DEMSTANI FOR TRANSPORT 
SERVICE has a vacancy for the occupation 
of ACCOUNTING CLERK, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 13105035 or YOUNIS-
DMS@HOTMAIL.COM
HORMZQAN BAKERY CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of BREAD BAKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39456969 or BUZAAL55@GMAIL.COM
LAHOOR MECHANICAL WORKSHOP has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34089625 or DAM3_AL3UON_93@HOTMAIL.COM
ADHRAA  SEWING has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TAILOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 37799312 or 
UM.NARJIS294@GMAIL.COM
BREEZEE SECRET CHAPATI CAFE has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33189963 or 
NASSERBREEZEE@GMAIL.COM
FALAFEL CANADIAN TOWER has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36511997 or 
ALMAHRIN4364@YAHOO.COM
THAI TUCH GENTS SALON AND SPA has a 
vacancy for the occupation of BARBER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33429009 or 
SALMAN_BAHRAIN@YAHOO.COM
ALKARAM SALOON has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39112276 or 
ALADRAJ40@GMAIL.COM
MAGIC SHINE CLEANING CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36509129 or info@magicshinebh.com
ALBARZAKH CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of ELECTRICAL 
ENGINEER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33173399 or albarzakhco@outlook.com
GCS W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SERVICES HELPER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 37722884 or 
government@mre.co
GOLDEN STAR KARAK - BAHRAINI 
PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39867872 or 
HASH2H2@GMAIL.COM
AL KOOHEJI ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS 
& CONSTRUCTION WLL has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17701711 or lmra@kecc.me
ABRAJ AL HUDA BUILDING COSTRUCTION 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37331877 or BNT.HAJAIRI@HOTMAIL.COM
MAGNIUM ENTERPRISES CO.W.L.L. has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17832244 or per121@alkhalidiagroup.com
ABRAR EXPRESS SCRAB has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34303046 or 
AHMEDKUAIT@GMAIL.COM
RANWA STONE CONSTRACTION has a 

vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36361228 or ALIJMAA16@GMAIL.COM
Sherry SPA MASSAGE CENTER has a 
vacancy for the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36535533 or sherryspa@gmail.com
SYME MECHANICAL CONTRACTING W.l.l 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17456311 or SYMEASHOK@GMAIL.COM
BAHRAIN WORLD FOR ANIMALS has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17793390 or 
ZUHRAAHMED60@ICLOUD.COM
EFS Facilities Services Bahrain W.L.L. has 
a vacancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17102960 or NSHAH@BFHARBOUR.COM
DURRAT AL KHALEEJ MARINE SERVICES 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
ELECTRICIAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17674316 or duratkhaleej@hotmail.com
RAFIE GOLDSMITHS W.L.L. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of DESIGNER(JEWELLERY), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39622422 or RAFIEJ@BATELCO.COM.BH
Arabian International Contracting CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
PIPEFITTER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39677780 or AWALSERV@BATELCO.
COM.BH
ALHAMAD CONSTRUCTION & 
DEVLOPMENT CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MASON, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17226618 or ACKR007@
GMAIL.COM
ALGASSAB CONSTRUCTION & TRADING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
TRENCHER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39669917 or oommenzo@gmail.com
MC 6 CONSTRUCTION W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of LABOURER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17402050 or 
operation@mcsix.me
ARMADA RETAIL CONCEPT STORES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
32111352 or shadi@ARMADAGROUPCO.COM
ASASCOZ FACILITIES SUPPORT CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38181800 or khanptpm1@gmail.com
Magic Needle Fabrics has a vacancy 
for the occupation of TAILOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38455475 or 
MAGICNEEDLEBH@GMAIL.COM
UNITED STAR SERVICES CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66665559 or FADHEL.UNITED@GMAIL.COM
GALLURE IDEAS & INSIGHTS W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CONSULTANT 
(TECHNICAL AFFAIRS), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39070097 or 
GALLUREFS@GMAIL.COM
RHAF CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39688368 or ALENEZI.
A8@GMAIL.COM
NADIR HASHMAT AHMED KHAN has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39873494 or 
NADIRKHAN.55.07@GMAIL.COM
MUHAMMAD JAVED MAINTENANCE CO 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33936714 or JAVEDSARDAR248@
YAHOO.COM
AL KOOHEJI ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS 
& CONSTRUCTION WLL has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17701711 or lmra@kecc.me
GCS W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SERVICES HELPER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 37722884 or 
government@mre.co
ARGAN DAY SPA has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MASSEUR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 16030888 or 
HUSSAIN1897@GMAIL.COM
AL AMANI OASIS SPARE PARTS W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of ADMINISTRATIVE 
MANAGER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17140041 or SHIKKULAL@GMAIL.
COM
Gulf power marine est has a vacancy for the 
occupation of FIRE & SAFETY SPECIALIST, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39690777 or interiors777@yahoo.com.com
Bin Saleh Industrial services has a vacancy for 
the occupation of ESTIMATOR(COST), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36210088 or 
Binsit@hotmail.com
MALABAR SPICE KITCHEN has a vacancy 

for the occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39214792 or info@lucidt.
com
GOLD DUST CLEANING SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33361701 or GOLDDUST.BH@GMAIL.COM
VIRIDIAN has a vacancy for the occupation 
of COOK(ASSISTANT), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 66656900 or 
Khalidaljoaib@gmail.com
CIRCLE INTEGRATED SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17822218 or INFO@CIRCLE.BH
OLYMPIA HEALTH AND FITNESS CENTER 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
INSTRUCTOR / COACH, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17727198 or ADMIN@
ALIREZA-GROUP.COM
GENERAL CONTRACTING & TRADING 
SERVICES CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CARPENTER(FURNITURE), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17700663 or info@gcts-bahrain.com
NASSER ABD MOHAMMED B.S.C(CLOSED) 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17700888 or NASSERAB@BATELCO.COM.BH
UNITED CATERERS & CONTRACTORS 
COMPANY has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SUPERVISOR KITCHEN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17224615 or mao@ucc-
bh.com
NOOR KHURUMSHAHR BAKERY AND COLD 
STORE has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34147718 or HASANNOOR6200@
GMAIL.COM
ALKOMED ENGINEERING SERVICES CO. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17698500 or ALKOMED@BATELCO.COM.BH
MAGNIUM ENTERPRISES CO.W.L.L. has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17832244 or per121@alkhalidiagroup.com
FLORA CONTRACTING MAINTENANCE 
SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17623882 or accounts@
florabh.com
Arkan Itihad Development Co. W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 13300444 or 
HROFFICER@AIMSBAHRAIN.COM
TEA  TOWN RESTAURANT has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33093551 or 
BROTHERS.CARSSHOWROOM@GMAIL.
COM
AMBH SERVICES CO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34569303 or 
SAIQAGHAURI@GMAIL.COM
Rafeef beauty salon has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34340950 or 
RSALON82@GMAIL.COM
PENTA WAVE COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36175823 or 
BHKHURRAM9@GMAIL.COM
BLACK GOLD EQUIPMENT HIRING has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CARPENTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17000688 or info@blackgold-bh.com
AL- RAJHI HOLDINGS W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of FARMER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17568441 or z.naji@
rajhiholdings.com
Gumaash Creations W.l.l has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17259570 or VSB_
GAJRIA@YAHOO.COM
DIESEL MASTER MARINE MACHINERY 
REPAIRS W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of ELECTRICAL TECHNICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
13110088 or Midhat@dieselmaster-bh.com
ISA TOWERS CONTRACTING AND 
CLEARANCE has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36633480 or essatowers@gmail.com
RACING FORCE INTERNATIONAL W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of DIRECTOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17839999 or gov.rfi@racingforce.com
Munawwara Cosmetics has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33479659 or 
BASHIRCONSTRUCTION2014@GMAIL.COM
Wojooh Elkheer Tailoing has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17769347 or 
NEWLOOK111@HOTMAIL.COM
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NAHAR MAIN RESTAURANT has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WAITER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33098012 or 
naharmaien@gmail.com
AL FAJR AL AZRAQ TRADING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39453181 or 
ADEL.JASIM.M@GMAIL.COM
Stiller Agency for the Supply Workers w. l. l 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SERVICES 
HELPER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17717730 or ALAZZAMGROUP@
YAHOO.COM
PROFESSIONAL THAI MASSAGE has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MASSEUR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33929627 or YAQOOBI82164@GMAIL.COM
GOLD DUST CLEANING SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33361701 or GOLDDUST.BH@GMAIL.COM
Mena Precision Manufacturing Co 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 77592222 or YASEEN.JUMAAN@
AMJPROJECTS.COM
Oasis Delmon Steel Fabrication & Trading 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
STEEL FABRICATOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36646766 or DAIREX1@
HOTMAIL.COM

SIGNATURE HOTEL (FOUR SEASONS 
BAHRAIN BAY) COMPANY W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CUSTOMER 
SERVICES AGENT, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17115000 or EHAB.ZAINUDDIN@
KEYPOINT.ME
Intelligent  Friends Constructions Co W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36192250 or afaqahmedkhan645@gmail.com
MOROCCAN NECTAR CAFE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33332219 or 
ALIJAHROMI09@GMAIL.COM
LULU BAHRAIN HYPER MARKET W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CASHIER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17558558 or careers@bh.lulumea.com
ALMOAYYED CONTRACTING GROUP W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17400407 or proffice@almoayyedcg.com
ALYAMAMA HOUSE FOR CLEANING 
CONTRACTING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17345569 or 
YAMAMAHOUSE1@GMAIL.COM
SIYANA INDUSTRIAL SERVICES & SIAM 
SCAFFOLDS- SIMPLE COMMANDITE 
COMPANY has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WELDER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17552722 or SIAM7373@BATELCO.
COM.BH

ALLIED MIDDLE EAST W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SCAFFOLDER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17534926 or 
METEIB_ALHAMMAM@YAHOO.COM
HAMALA GARAGE has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33172883 or 
MOHAMMAD509SHOKAT@GMAIL.COM
ALHAMAD CONSTRUCTION & 
DEVLOPMENT CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MASON, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17226618 or ACKR007@
GMAIL.COM
HORTI LANDSCAPE W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MASON, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36383555 or hassan@
emaar.bh
KONEXUS ALUMINIUM INTERNATIONAL 
CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
OFFICE WORKER HELPER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17830456 or kai@
CONEXUSRES.COM
EVER FINE TRADING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39151200 or 
GEEPASBAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM
BAHRAIN GUARDING SOLUTIONS W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 37722884 or GOVERNMENT@mre.co
GUARDUS SECURITY CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can contact 

17400407 or HRD@ALMOAYYEDCG.COM
SEPCOIII BAHRAIN CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 66331128 or fatima@
sepco3.com
SAMRIYAH COFFEE SHOP - Bahraini 
Partnership has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WAITER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36604099 or RED_FLOWER848@
HOTMAIL.COM
ALMOAYYED CLEANING & MAINTENANCE 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39770606 or proffice@almoayyedcg.com
ABUBAKKAR GAZI MANAGEMENT 
CONSULTANCY W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36415755 or SAIF.
ISLAM8484@GMAIL.COM
ABDULGHAFOOR METAL SCRAP has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33317789 or Y-ALARABI@HOTMAIL.COM
LULU BAHRAIN HYPERMARKET W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CASHIER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17558558 or careers@bh.lulumea.com
ALUMICOR BAHRAIN W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of PRODUCTION PLANNING 
ENGINEER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39000332 or RYANM@IMRITEC.COM
COMPLIANCE GATE CONSULTANCY 

COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34064881 or 
ABDULLAH.ALHAJ2@GMAIL.COM
ABYAT FOR CONSULTANCY W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34111135 or ABYATH660@GMAIL.COM
CAKE WALK W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33020410 or 
MULLAABDEALI7865253@GMAIL.COM
DHA REPAIR OF MACHINERY W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34567895 or ABEERRAJPUT1@GMAIL.COM
A.M.S SALOON W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BARBER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38017359 or 
AMRITASACHINDRA@GMAIL.COM
AL BANDAR ICE FACTORY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36000110 or AHMED.
ER.BH@HOTMAIL.COM
PARADISE CAR WASH has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17421026 or CARPRO.
BH@GMAIL.COM
NEW LINE RADIATOR SERVICES AND 
METAL WORKSHOP W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39806220 or 
NLTRADING2021@GMAIL.COM

SEFTY CHEMICAL TRADING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33331218 or DRONAISI@GMAIL.COM
ALMOAYYED CLEANING & MAINTENANCE 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39770606 or proffice@almoayyedcg.com
AOUDALZAIN FOR INCENSE AND PERFUME 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 33584859 
or LAYLA.FAISALL@GMAIL.COM
ALYAMAMA HOUSE FOR CLEANING 
CONTRACTING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17345569 or 
YAMAMAHOUSE1@GMAIL.COM
ABU KHALIFA OFFICE ADMINISTRATIVE 
AND SUPPORT ACTIVITIES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
ASSISTANT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34305662 or MOHAMMAD.AZSCW@
GMAIL.COM
LULU BAHRAIN HYPERMARKET W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of RETAIL TRADE 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17558558 or careers@bh.lulumea.com
EAST BRAZIL METALS MANUFACTURING 
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WELDER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17784620 or 
EBMMWLL@GMAIL.COM

VACANCIES AVAILABLE 
CONTINUED

Call us on +973 36458394
email : advt@newsofbahrain.comClassifieds

Top-seeded Jabeur sent packing in San Diego, Garcia advances
AFP | San Diego

Anastasia Potapova surprised 
top-seeded Ons Jabeur of 

Tunisia to reach the quarter-fi-
nals of the WTA San Diego Open 
on Wednesday as second-seed-
ed Caroline Garcia made it safe-
ly through.

Potapova, ranked 27th in the 
world, said patience was the key 
to her 6-4, 7-6 (7/4) victory over 
world number seven Jabeur, 
who reached her third Grand 
Slam final at Wimbledon this 
year.

“Ons is very tough to play,” 
said Potapova, who had edged 
Alycia Parks in three sets in the 
first round as Jabeur enjoyed a 
first-round bye.

“She is truly one of the best in 
the world and with her style it’s 

very uncomfortable. She likes to 
mix it up a lot, and actually I’m 
really proud of myself today that 

I was able to stay calm, focused 
and just do what I’ve got to do.”

Jabeur was coming off a 

fourth-round showing at the US 
Open, where she battled illness 
in the opening rounds.

Potapova notched her sixth 
career victory over a top-10 
player and lined up a quarter-fi-
nal meeting with 2020 Australi-
an Open champion Sofia Kenin, 
a 1-6, 6-4, 6-2 winner over fellow 
American Katie Volynets.

Potapova converted six of 
her 11 break chances, breaking 
the Tunisian at love to seal the 
opening set.

Anastasia Potapova plays a forehand in the first set against Ons Jabeur
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Maguire can handle ‘pressure’ from mocking rival fans
AFP | London

Harry Maguire said he can 
cope with the pressure of 

being in the spotlight for club 
and country after England 
manager Gareth Southgate 
condemned the “ridiculous 
treatment” meted out to the 
defender.

The Manchester United cen-
tre-back won his 59th cap as 
a substitute in England’s 3-1 
friendly win in Glasgow on 
Tuesday but his performance 
was marred by an own goal.

Maguire was sarcastically 
cheered by Scotland fans every 
time he touched the ball.

“It’s a joke,” said Southgate. 
“I’ve never known a player 
treated the way he is -- not by 
the Scottish fans, by our own 
commentators, pundits, what-
ever it is.”

The 30-year-old has struggled 
for playing time at United under 
Erik ten Hag but has remained 
a regular for England, who have 
reached the latter stages at the 
past three major tournaments.

“I would not say I am a person 
who struggles with pressure 
mentally,” said Maguire, who 
laughed off the Scotland fans’ 
behaviour as “banter”.

“I have been through a lot in 
the last couple of years and I 

have been Manchester United 
captain for nearly four years 
(Bruno Fernandes is the new 

skipper).
“You take a huge lot of re-

sponsibility and everything that 
comes with it and that is a lot of 
bad as well as good.

“But it was a huge honour 
and of course it is a hostile en-
vironment here, which is how 
I described it, and they piled 
pressure on myself. I would not 
say I am used to it but I can deal 
with it.”

Maguire has only made one 
substitute appearance for Unit-
ed so far this season after a move 
to West Ham failed to materi-
alise.

“I considered everything and 
I know, at the moment, when I 

have not started a game in the 
first four games of the season, 
the story comes to me,” he said.

“The first four weeks were 
hard because it was one game 
a week and the manager didn’t 
select me but we have lots of 
games coming up now and I am 
sure I will play lots of games.”

Maguire’s mother Zoe said 
on Instagram that the abuse the 
defender receives had gone “far 
beyond ‘football’”.

“As a mum, seeing the level 
of negative and abusive com-
ments which my son is receiving 
from some fans, pundits and the 
media is disgraceful and total-
ly unacceptable to any walk of 
life, never mind someone who 
works his socks off for club and 
country.”

I would not say I am a 
person who struggles 

with pressure mentally. 
I have been through a 

lot in the last couple of 
years and I have been 

Manchester United 
captain for nearly four 

years (Bruno Fernandes 
is the new skipper)

HARRY MAGUIRE

Maguire has only 
made one substitute 

appearance for United 
so far this season after 

a move to West Ham 
failed to materialise

KNOW

BETTER

Scotland’s defender Andrew Robertson (C) celebrates as England’s defender 
Harry Maguire (R) reacts after scoring an own goal

India enjoy ‘problem of plenty’ 
ahead of ODI World Cup

AFP | Colombo

India face a “problem of plen-
ty” in their bowling stocks 

ahead of Sunday’s Asia Cup 
final and the ODI World Cup 
starting next month, coach Pa-
ras Mhambrey said.

India booked their place in 
the final after wins over Pa-
kistan and Sri Lanka, with 
their bowlers excelling in both 
matches. Rohit Sharma’s side 
bowled out Pakistan for 128.

“A problem of plenty is al-
ways good, we have four qual-
ity bowlers out there, we have 
great options,” bowling coach 
Mhambrey said Yesterday of a 
pace attack led by Jasprit Bum-
rah and also boasting Moham-
med Shami, Mohammed Siraj 
and Shardul Thakur. There is 
also all-rounder Hardik Pan-
dya.

Ravindra Jadeja, Axar Patel 
and Kuldeep Yadav hold the 
spin force.

“The option of choosing the 
right combination will depend 
on what surface we are playing 

and what opponents we are 
playing,” he added.

Indian players including 
up-and-coming batsman Tilak 
Varma and T20 star Suryaku-
mar Yadav trained in the nets 
on the eve of the team’s last Su-
per Four match, against Bang-
ladesh in Colombo on Friday.

Mhambrey gave little away 
about the line-up.

“We haven’t decided on 
what we will do, but obviously 
there is an opportunity to give 
a game to other players since 
we have qualified for the final,” 
said the former medium-pace 
bowler.

Bangladesh have won just 
one match at the Asia Cup, 
but Mhambrey said: “They 
have played very competitive 
cricket in the last few years. 
They have got some quality 
fast bowlers coming through.

“From our perspective 
everyone that we play is im-
portant, every team is going 
to challenge us. Bangladesh is 
a good team and we will have 
to play our best cricket.”

India’s team celebrates the win against Sri Lanka

North Korea set to end years-long 
sporting isolation at Asian Games
AFP | Beijing

North Korea has 191 ath-
letes signed up for the 

Asian Games starting next 
week, according to organis-
ers, suggesting the country is 
poised to end its more than 
three-year isolation from the 

global sporting arena.
North Koreans are listed 

on the Games’ website for 
accredited media to com-
pete in the Chinese city of 
Hangzhou in sports includ-
ing athletics, gymnastics, bas-
ketball, football, boxing and  
weightlifting.

Jabeur was coming 
off a fourth-round 
showing at the US 
Open, where she 

battled illness in the 
opening rounds



Verstappen, Perez wary of 
‘really painful’ Singapore GP
Max Verstappen concedes record-breaking win streak at risk as Red Bull faces stiff competition

• Verstappen says he 
feels no extra pressure 
after winning a record 
10th grand prix in a row

AFP | Singapore

Runaway Formula One 
championship leader 
Max Verstappen con-

ceded yesterday that his win 
streak was under threat at this 
weekend’s Singapore Grand Prix 
where his car is “not as compet-
itive”.

The Red Bulls have been un-
stoppable in 2023, winning all 
14 races, with flying Dutchman 
Verstappen taking the cheq-
uered flag 12 times.

He said he would spare no 
effort to extend his record of 
consecutive wins to 11, but con-
ceded the nature of Singapore’s 
high downforce layout would 
enable Ferrari, Mercedes and 
Aston Martin to get closer.

“We are not as competitive 
here as other tracks, street cir-
cuits are a bit tougher for our 
car,” said Verstappen, who could 
wrap up a third world title in 
a row as early as the Japanese 
Grand Prix next week.

“It will be very tight. The key 
(at Singapore) is adapting as 
every single session can be dif-

ferent,” he added, as he guns for 
a maiden victory on the Marina 
Bay track.

Verstappen’s Red Bull team-

mate Sergio Perez won in wild 
conditions a year ago, when the 
race start was delayed by more 
than an hour because of a huge 
tropical storm that soaked the 
track.

The Mexican will make his 
250th grand prix start on Sun-
day, becoming just the 11th driv-
er in history to hit that mile-
stone, and knows that qualifying 
will be crucial on a track where 
overtaking is near impossible.

“This one, we know if Sat-
urday goes well, it can go real-
ly well,” Perez told reporters. 
“There is nothing in the mid-
dle in Singapore -- it’s either a 
strong result or really painful.”

Ferrari and Mercedes are 

scenting a chance to end Red 
Bull’s season-long dominance.

Carlos Sainz was third behind 
Verstappen and Perez at Monza 
a fortnight ago.

‘We seem to struggle’ 
“I feel more at one with the 

car since the beginning of the 
season, it’s just been putting 
the weekend together,” said the 
Spaniard.

“As to who we are racing 
against this weekend, I have no 
idea -- could be Aston Martin, 
could be Mercedes, could be 
McLaren. Red Bull will be one 
step ahead.”

His Ferrari teammate, Charles 
Leclerc, said: “It’s difficult to 

know what will happen. Low 
downforce we seem to be strong, 
high downforce we seem to 
struggle more.

“But there are quite a lot of in-
consistencies between the teams 
on high downforce tracks. And 
it’s a city track so the driver can 
make a difference.”

The Singapore lap times will 
be quicker this year because 
of construction work near 
the city-centre circuit which 
has meant the removal of four 
90-degree corners towards the 
end of the lap.

The total number of corners 
has dropped from 22 to 19 and 
seven-time world champion 
Lewis Hamilton thinks it could 
help the Mercedes cause.

“I’m just trying to prepare as 
best I can and see how that new 
section works. It should bring us 
closer together, less corners for 
Red Bull to get ahead,” he joked.

Verstappen says he feels no 
extra pressure after winning a 
record 10th grand prix in a row 
in Monza.

“No, I never really looked at 
the number eight, nine, 10. I 
just always want to do the best 
I can,” he said.

“Naturally every single week-
end it ’s basically the same 
amount of pressure you put on 
yourself to try and get the best 
result out of it. So, nothing really 
changes.”

China’s Zhou 
extends F1 
contract with Alfa 
Romeo to 2024

AFP | Singapore

Zhou Guanyu, China’s 
only Formula One driv-

er, said Yesterday that he 
has extended his contract 
with Alfa Romeo to the end 
of the 2024 season.

He will  now get the 
chance to race on home soil 
for the first time in Formu-
la One, with the Chinese 
Grand Prix in Shanghai re-
turning in April next year 
for the first time since the 
Covid pandemic.

“Next year I have my 
home race, I’ve been waiting 
for it for two years already,” 
the 24-year-old Zhou told 
reporters ahead of Sunday’s 
Singapore Grand Prix.

“I think it will be forever 
a memorable weekend for 
me in Formula One because 
I grew up, obviously, watch-
ing the race back home in 
China.

“It’s going to be amazing 
just to catch up with the 
fans and the people in the 
home crowd.”

Zhou heads into his third 
season on the grid where he 
will again partner Valtteri 
Bottas in the Swiss-based 
team, which is expected to 
revert to its Sauber name for 
the 2024 campaign.
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Zhou Guanyu

BRAVE CF’s Kadimagomaev challenges newly-contracted Dizy
TDT | Manama

BRAVE CF’s latest signing 
Anthony “La Masse” Dizzy 

quickly got a taste of the pres-
sure that comes with being a 
contracted BRAVE Combat Fed-
eration athlete this week when 
Husein Kadimagomaev called 
the Frenchman out just days 
after his debut fight.

Dizzy climbed into BRAVE 
Nation hearts when he took 
a short-notice fight at BRAVE 
CF 74 before producing an im-
pressive show against four-time 
Combat Sambo World Cham-
pion Vladyslav Rudniev in the 
co-main event.

While “La Masse” lost the 
Lightweight fight via unani-

mous decision, his performance 
demanded the respect of mil-
lions of MMA enthusiasts, and 
BRAVE CF President Mohammed 
Shahid rewarded the French-
man with a multi-fight contract.

BRAVE CF officially welcomed 
“La Masse” to BRAVE Nation by 

posting a graphic of the cou-
rageous athlete that included 
President Shahid’s thoughts: 
“This man grappled a four-time 
Combat Sambo World Champi-
on. Despite coming in on such 
short notice, he gave it his all 
and produced a spectacular 

show. He is BRAVE CF caliber, 
and I can’t wait to watch him 
with a full camp.”

The post had not even sim-
mered yet before Kadimago-
maev responded to President 
Shahid.

“President Shahid, I will 
be waiting for him with a full 
camp,” said Switzerland’s 
Kadimagomaev, who is on a 
three-fight win streak and hun-
gry to make another big splash 
as he bears down on contend-
er status. Both men can transit 
freely between the Feather-
weight and Lightweight divi-
sions which makes this fight 
clearly an exciting prospect for 
both men as they get ready to get 
back into the BRAVE CF arena. 

Kane will be ‘an absolute success story’, says Bayern boss Tuchel
AFP | Munich

Bayern Munich coach Thom-
as Tuchel said yesterday 

new striker Harry Kane was 
already on his way to becoming 
“an absolute success” story at 
the club.

Kane has scored three goals 
and created another in his 
three Bundesliga appearances 
for Bayern since his big-money 
move from Tottenham.

“With his personality and the 
way he plays, we have exact-
ly the player we need,” Tuchel 
told reporters ahead of Friday’s 
clash with early league leaders 
Bayer Leverkusen.

“At this time we’re trying to 
get him more involved in our 

game. We know it’ll be an abso-
lute success story.

“We’re more than happy with 
him.”

Tuchel said while Kane, who 
scored one goal and assisted an-
other in recent England games 
against Ukraine and Scotland, 

would play against Leverkusen, 
captain Joshua Kimmich was a 
“question mark”.

Kimmich picked up a mus-
cle issue while on internation-
al duty and missed Germany’s 
2-1 friendly win over France 
-- their first victory since  
March.

Tuchel however said Jamal 
Musiala, who on Tuesday was 
named Bayern’s player of the 
season for 2022-23, would re-
turn to the squad after overcom-
ing a back complaint.

Goalkeeper Manuel Neuer 
also suffered a setback in his 
return from a broken leg, with 
Tuchel revealing the Germany 
captain was struggling with a 
calf issue.

Red Bull’s Max Verstappen (CL) and Sergio Perez (CR) walk prior to the Italian 
Formula One Grand Prix (file photo)

We are not as 
competitive here as 
other tracks, street 

circuits are a bit 
tougher for our car. 
It will be very tight. 

The key (at Singapore) 
is adapting as every 
single session can be 

different
MAX VERSTAPPEN

Verstappen’s Red Bull 
teammate Sergio Perez 
won in wild conditions 
a year ago, when the 

race start was delayed 
by more than an hour 

because of a huge trop-
ical storm that soaked 

the track

KNOW WHAT

Bayern Munich’s English forward #09 Harry Kane is exchanged by Bayern 
Munich’s German head coach Thomas Tuchel

Wolff ‘Wikipedia’ comments 
slapped down by Verstappen
AFP | Singapore 

World champion Max Ver-
stappen snapped back 

at Toto Wolff yesterday, say-
ing the Mercedes boss spent 
too much time talking about 
Red Bull and should concen-
trate on improving his own  
team.

Wolff had dismissed Ver-
stappen’s achievement in 
becoming the first driver to 
win 10 grands prix in a row 
at Monza two weeks ago, 
sniffing that it was “for Wiki-
pedia and nobody reads that  
anyway”.

“No, I’m not disappoint-
ed in that,” Verstappen said 
about Wolff’s comments ahead 
of this weekend’s Singapore 
Grand Prix.

“I mean they had a pret-
ty sh*t race, so probably he 
was still pissed off with their 
performance,” added Verstap-
pen, referring to the Italian 
Grand Prix where Mercedes 
pair George Russell and Lewis 
Hamilton finished fifth and 
sixth.

Mercedes are a distant 
second in the constructors’ 
championship, 310 points be-
hind Red Bull, and Verstappen 
thinks Wolff should recognise 
their achievements.

“I think you should be able 
to appreciate when a team is 
doing really well, which I think 
we’ve done in the past as it 
worked as a kind of inspira-
tion,” said Verstappen, who is 
close to wrapping up a third 

world title.
“We knew that we just had 

to work harder, try to be better, 
and try to get to that level.

“He almost sounds like 
he’s an employee of our team 
sometimes, but luckily not,” 
he added.

“I think it’s just important 
that you focus on your own 
team, that’s what we do, and 
what we did in the past as well 
when we were behind them 
and when they were dominat-
ing.”

Toto Wolff

I think it’s just 
important that you 
focus on your own 

team, that’s what we 
do, and what we did in 
the past as well when 
we were behind them 
and when they were 

dominating
MAX VERSTAPPEN



BREEF approves 2023/2024 endurance season programme
TDT | Manama

The Bahrain Royal Equestri-
an Endurance Federation 

(BREEF), under the presidency 
of HH Shaikh Isa bin Abdullah 
Al Khalifa,  has approved the 
racing and championship pro-
gramme for the new endurance 
season 2023/2024.

The Federation has begun its 
preparations for the new season, 
always striving to implement 
the directives of His Highness 
Shaikh Nasser bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa, Representative of His 
Majesty the King for Humani-
tarian Works and Youth Affairs 
and Honourary President of 
BREEF, in order to achieve the 
utmost success for all the races 
of the upcoming season.

The new season will com-
mence with the international 
and local qualifying races on 
October 13 and 14, 2023, featur-
ing an international race of 100 
km and local qualifying races of 
40 km and 80 km will be held.

The second International 
qualifying race and local qual-
ifying races will take place on 
November 2 and 4, 2023. 

They will include internation-

al races of 100 km and 120 km, 
as well as local qualifying races 
of 40 km and 80 km.

In December, specifically on 
December 8 and 9, the National 
Day Endurance Championship 
will take place. It will include 
international races, covering 
100 km, 120 km, and 160 km, 
in addition to local qualifying 
races of 40 km and 80 km.

The HH Shaikh Khalid bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa Endurance 
Cup is scheduled for January 5 
and 6, 2024. 

This prestigious cup will 

showcase an international race 
covering a distance of 100 km, 
an international race of 120 km, 
open to both international and 
local participants, and a chal-
lenging race of 160 km. 

There will also be local qual-
ifying races of 40 km and 80 
km, providing opportunities for 
local riders to showcase their 
skills and compete at various 
levels.

The eagerly awaited His Maj-
esty the King’s Endurance Cup 
Festival is set to take place on 
February 16 and 17, 2024. 

This prestigious event will 
bring together passionate 
equestrian enthusiasts to wit-
ness an extraordinary showcase 
of skill and determination. 

The Festival will feature a se-
ries of races, including a local 
race of 120 km for GCC private 
stables, an international race of 
120 km for youth and juniors, 
an international race of 120 km 
for the general category, an in-
ternational race of 160 km, and 
an international race of 100 km.

HH Shaikh Nasser bin Hamad 
Al Khalifa Endurance Cup will 
be held on March 8 and 9, 2024. 

This eagerly anticipated event 
will feature an international 
race of 100 km, an internation-
al/local (locals only) race of 120 
km, an international race of 160 
km, and local qualifying races of 
40 km and 80 km.

The season will conclude 
with the organisation of the In-
ternational Ramadan Qualifying 
Race and local qualifying races 
on March 29 and 30, 2024. 

It will include international 
races of 100 km and 120 km, a 
160 km race, and local qualifying 
races of 40 km and 80 km.

Bonucci confirms legal action against Juve after ‘humiliating’ treatment
AFP | Rome

Leonardo Bonucci has confirmed 
that he is taking legal action 

against Juventus, claiming that the 
Serie A club has not told the truth 
about their treatment of him after he 

was frozen out and eventually sold 
over the summer.

Veteran defender Bonucci, who 
has won a host of trophies with club 
and country over his long career, was 
shunted aside by Juve in pre-season, 
missing out on July’s tour in the USA 

and training away from the first team.
And the 36-year-old said he had 

made the “hard decision” to sue the 
club for which he played over 500 
times and won eight league titles 
for what he considers “humiliating” 
treatment.

Sri Lanka stun Pakistan to earn 
Asia Cup final match against India

AFP | Colombo

Kusal Mendis’ 91 and an 
unbeaten 49 by Charith 

Asalanka helped Sri Lanka 
edged out Pakistan by two 
wickets in a last-ball thriller 
of the Asia Cup to set up a final 
clash with India.

Chasing a DLS revised target 
of 252 in the 42-overs-a-side 
contest in Colombo, Sri Lanka 
needed eight from the final 
over and achieved the target 
with Asalanka’s winning hit 
on the last ball at 1.07 am local 
time.

A raucous home crowd re-
joiced but the result broke 
the heart of millions of fans 
awaiting an India-Pakistan fi-
nal in the 50-over tournament, 
a prelude to the upcoming ODI 
World Cup.

The left-handed Asalanka 
held his nerve despite Shaheen 
Shah Afridi’s two wickets in 
two balls in the penultimate 
over and the first four balls 
from Zaman Khan giving away 
just two runs and a wicket in 
the 42nd over.

Mendis set up victory with 
a 100-run third-wicket stand 
with Sadeera Samarawickra-
ma, who made 48, but Asalan-
ka took it on himself after their 
departure.

Off-spinner Iftikhar Ahmed 
took three key wickets includ-
ing Mendis and Samarawick-
rama to keep the game in the 
balance till the last.

Earlier Mohammad Rizwan 
hit an unbeaten 86 to steer 
Pakistan to 252-7 after they 
elected to bat first in the rain 
delayed start to the match.

Sri Lanka’s Kusal Mendis (L) celebrates after scoring a half-century (50 runs) 
with Sri Lanka’s Sadeera Samarawickrama
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Bahrain football team set for Asiad
Twenty-two players named on Kingdom’s squad for men’s football tournament at Hangzhou Asian Games

• Under-23s to be led 
by Mubarak Mohammed, 
Abdulla Al Khalasi, 
Sayed Jawad Alawi, 
Hussain Abdulkarim

• Two designated 
veteran players of more 
senior age named in 
Sayed Mohammed 
Adnan, Ali Dhaif

• Bahrain in Group 
E of tournament’s 
preliminary stage along 
with South Korea, 
Thailand and Kuwait

TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s 22-player squad 
that will be competing in 
the men’s football tourna-

ment at the 19th Asian Games in 
Hangzhou, China, starting next 
week has been named.

The Bahrain Olympic Com-
mittee (BOC) announced yester-
day the team list ahead of their 
highly anticipated participation.

A majority of the roster fea-
tures names that represented the 
Kingdom’s under-23 Olympic 
team at the just-concluded qual-
ifiers for the AFC U23 Asian Cup 
2024. According to competition 

rules, Asian Games foot-
ball participants must 
be of that age-group, 
although teams are 
allowed to have up to 
three players older.

The Bahrainis, 
coached by Dario 
Basic from Croatia, 
only features two 
veterans, namely 
Sayed Moham-
med Adnan and 
Ali Adnan Dhaif. 
The rest of the 
l i s t  i n c l u d e s 
Khalil Ebrahim 

Ahmed, Hasan Isa Juma, Ali Mo-
hamed Redha, Ahmed Abdul-
hameed Hasan, Hussain Ali Ale-
ker, Hassan Abdulnabi Ali, Sayed 
Jawad Alawi, Hani Taha Alhar-
obi, Mahmood Mohamed Ali, 
Hussain Abdulkarim, Hussain 
Jaafar Haroona, Abdulla Nemer 
Almesaeed, Ahmed Dheyaa Ali, 
Abdulla Ali Alahmed, Abdulla 
Ali Alsubaiei, Mubarak Moham-
med, Abdulla Al Khalasi, Salman 
Abdulla Qadhaib, Mohammed 
Abdulqayoom and Salman Adel 
Al Isa.

Football is one of 18 sports the 
Kingdom will be participating in 
at this year’s Asiad.

The men’s tournament is 
scheduled to begin from 

Tuesday, a few days be-
fore the official opening 
ceremony of the Asian 
Games. The grand in-

auguration is only 
scheduled for 

23 September, 
but Bahrain 

g e t  t h e i r 
c a m p a i g n 
underway 
in Group 
E before-
hand.

The na-
tionals are 

in the same 
group as South 
Korea, Thailand 
and Kuwait. They 
play their first 
game on opening 

night against the Thais, and then 
face Kuwait two days later on 
Thursday. They wrap up the pre-
liminary phase against the South 
Koreans on 24 September.

There are 23 nations in all 
competing in men’s football, 
divided into six groups for the 
preliminaries. Group A features 
hosts China, Bangladesh, Myan-
mar and India; Group B compris-
es Vietnam, Saudi Arabia, Iran 
and Mongolia; Group C 
includes Uzbekistan, 
Syria, Hong Kong 
and Afghanistan; 
Group D con-
sists of Japan, 
Palestine and 
Qatar ;  and 
Group F fea-
tures North 
Korea, In-
d o n e s i a , 
Kyrgyzstan 
and Chi-
nese-Tai-
pei.

A t  t h e 
end of a single 
round-robin, 
t h e  t o p  t wo 
t e a m s  f r o m 
e a c h  g r o u p 
a l o n g  w i t h 
f o u r  b e s t 
third-placers 
advance to the 
round of 16.

Bahrain will 
be sending its larg-
est-ever contingent to 

the Hangzhou Asiad, with 248 
male and female athletes flying 
the Kingdom’s flag in the mul-
ti-sport event.

Aside from football, the na-
tionals will also be competing in 
athletics, handball, boxing, judo, 
weightlifting, wrestling, jiu-jit-
su, rowing, shooting, cycling, 
table tennis, taekwondo, sailing, 

basketball, volleyball, E-sports 
and cricket.

This year’s Asiad will mark 
the 13th Asian Games Bahrain 
is taking part in. The BOC is 
hopeful for a record-breaking 
campaign in Hangzhou and for 
exceeding their medal tallies 
from the last two editions of the 
Asian Games.

Leonardo Bonucci 
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The men’s football 
tournament is one 

of the competitions 
at this year’s Asian 

Games that is sched-
uled to kick off before 

the official opening 
ceremony. The grand 
inauguration is only 

scheduled for 23 Sep-
tember, but action on 
the pitch begins from 

Tuesday next week

KNOW WHAT

Basic...ready for challenge Bahrain’s Mubarak Mohammed competes during the just-concluded AFC U23 Asian Cup qualifiers


